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1. What are we now?



Europeana is 

the most visible 

representation 

of Europe

Commissioner Neelie Kroes



20102008

13 million objects

28 data aggregators

1500 participating institutions

200 partners

35 FTE’s

21 projects

1 million visits in 2010

30,000 My Europeana signee

Stable portal

Open Source Code 

EuropeanaLabs

Public Domain Charter

prototype operational service



Access to 

Europe’s 

culture

Aggregated

1. Position Today





















The European Cultural & Scientific 

Heritage Information Space

The positioning we need to achieve





2. What should we 

be?



2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2025













Competitors

TRENDS

•Increased understanding that access to culture is the 

foundation for a creative economy.  Thus, Culture leads to 

creativity which leads to social innovation and to cultural 

and economic growth. 



Competitors

POLITICAL FACTORS

1. A strong, unified Europe will be built on smart, 

sustainable and inclusive growth.

2. With geo-political fragmentation and increasing 

Nationalism in Europe it becomes increasingly 

important to create more understanding on a European 

level through culture. 



Competitors

CUSTOMER NEEDS

End users are evolving from passive consumers into 

active participants. 

They expect content to be free and easily accessible 

through the channels they are used to work with.



Competitors

UNCERTAINTIES

1. IPR issues, lack of funding and good business models 

limit our content providers ability to make content 

accessible. 

2. Digitization requires our institutions to make significant 

shifts in their organizational cultures. 



USERS

1. Trusted Source

2. Easy Access

3. Re-use

4. In my workflow



PROVIDERS

1. Visibility

2. Services

3. Revenue



MARKET

1. Open Access

2. Premium Services

3. Access to Network

4. Brand Association



POLICY MAKERS

1. Inclusion

2. Leadership

3. Education

4. Economic Growth



2. What shall we do?



AGGREGATE

DISTRIBUTE

FACILITATE

ENGAGE

1

3

4

2

Follow Four paths



Persistent identifiers5

1.AGGREGATE

1 source curated 

content

2
Linked 

data

3

Multilinguality4

Data enrichment

Build the open trusted source for 

European digital cultural material



13 million objects
Contribution by country

Slovenia

1%
Italy

1%

Finland

2%
Belgium

2%
Greece

2%

Poland

3%

Europe

3%

Norway

7%

Ireland

7%

United Kingdom

8%

Netherlands

10%

Spain

10%

Sweden

11%

Germany

13%

France

20%

Europeana.eu Content Types

Texts

32%

Images

66%

Videos

1%

Sounds

1%

18-20th

Century 

Dominanc

e

Books, Articles, 

Postcards, 

Folklore objects, 

Photography, Art



LOD Datasets on the Web: 

September 2010

 Over 25 billion RDF triples 

 Over 395 million RDF links between data sources

Linked 

Data 

Track



Tagging content with controlled vocabularies:

Irish vocabulary on Vikings



Tagging content with controlled vocabularies:

Norwegian  vocabulary on Vikings



Mapped vocabularies –

Semantic Graphs



5
Monitor uses 

& visibility

2.DISTRIBUTE

1 Portal
2 APIs

3 Apps/Widgets

4 Partnerships
Make this material accessible to 

the user wherever they are, 

whenever they wants 



Into the schools systems



In to a site for the blind



Into a site for History Teachers



To be part of the library portal



5 Examples (Thought lab)

3.FACILITATE

1
Knowledge sharing

(Linked data)

2
IPR

Business Models) 3
Develop Open Source 

Code

(Labs)

4
Advocacy (Public 

Domain)

Facilitate innovation in the 

Cultural Heritage sector



EuropeanaLabs



Policy – Public 

Domain
Public Domain 

Charter

Public Domain 

Usage Guide

Public Domain

Mark



Data Provider 

Agreements

• Majority signed current agreements

• Your metadata on the web workshops

Risks & 

Reward

s

Track



Collective Licensing 

Research
• Europeana Licensing Framework

• Leader: National Library of Luxembourg, 

• interoperable licenses that cover rights 

information for objects in Europeana.

• Public Domain Charter

• Registries of rights information - ARROW

• Collective Licensing Research

http://www.bnl.lu


4.ENGAGE

1 Add UGC

2
Experiment with 

Mashups

3Get involved in 

social networks

4Create Exhibitions

Hold competitions5 Create dialogue & participation



Great War Archive into 

mainland Europe



UGC

Track



Show the European Connection







AGGREGATE

DISTRIBUTE

FACILITATE

1

3

2ENGAGE4
Culture.Creativity.Growth.



Thank you



Public Domain Mark





EUROPEANA USAGE GUIDE 

for public domain works
•

1. Give credit where credit is due. 

2. Protect the reputation of authors and providers. Show respect for the original work. 

3. Be culturally aware. 

4. Share knowledge.

5. Contribute discoveries back.

1. Support efforts to enrich the public domain. 

2. Preserve public domain marks and notices

This usage guide is based on goodwill rather than a legal contract. Please respect it.



Christian Bizer: Europeana Conference (05/10/2010)Image: Bob Jagensdorf, http://flickr.com/photos/darwinbell/, CC-BY

Break down the walls


