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General

Formal methods should be adopted since the early phases of the system development to reduce failures in the final software product. 
In the specification phase, many languages/formalisms could be used to specify the system under development. For real-time systems, where the specification
is focussed on modelling system behavior in response of external stimuli, one of the possible approaches consists in using logical statements to describe what
the system has to do.This is a different modality of specification with respect to operational approaches which are based on producing descriptions focussed
on how the system does certain operations. 
For the specification of real-time systems formal frameworks are typically used. A formal framework is based on a formal model that allow representing the
system under specification and a set of tools aids the model verification. Two kinds of specification verification can be present: verification by using property
proof and verification by simulation. 
Verification by using property-proof permits to prove properties for the system. For example, given the specification of a system it permits to demostrate if a
deadlock will never happen. Property-proof is particularly important for safety-crytical systems where some critical situations have to be absolutelly avoided.

In a framework based on a logical language, properties and the specification are expressed using the same logic language.

To prove a property means to demonstrate the property by using the logical specification. To this extent, theorem provers could be adopted to mechanically
derive these proofs or at least to aid the user in such a work.

Temporal logics are extensions of propositional/first order logics to deal with time constraints, such as ordering of events (i.e., one event has to occur before
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another) or quantitative constraints (i.e., something has to occur within 10ms). In the past, many temporal logics were presented: in particular TILCO
(Temporal Interval Logic with Compositional Operators) (R. Mattolini, P. Nesi, ``An Interval Logic for Real Time System Specification) is specifically
suitable for real-time systems specification. 
Click here to get the TILCO Theory in Isabelle.

Temporal logics are well suited to describe temporal constraints while they are not particularly appropriate to describe system structure. For this reason,
CTILCO (Communicating TILCO) has been introduced as an extension of TILCO. CTILCO describes the system as a set of communicating processes where
each process can be furtherly decomposed or specified by using TILCO to express its behavior. This approach defines a composition/decomposition
specification methodology supported by verification. CTILCO permits specification reuse (in the same project or in other projects). Moreover, a synchronous
communication model has been defined in TILCO and communication theorems have been proved to permit to demonstrate properties concerning
communicating processes. 
Click here to get the CTILCO Theory in Isabelle.

Even if TILCO is well suited for real-time systems specification it has been furtherly enhanced with new operators to simplify the expression of temporal
constraints (TILCOX). That paper includes the deductive system of TILCOX. To this end, a new proof system has been developed within the Isabelle/HOL
theorem prover. 
Click here to get the TILCOX Theory in Isabelle.

As already mentioned property-proof is not the only validation support used during the specification, even simulation could be adopted. With system
simulation the behavior of the system (or part of it) is tested to see its response to certain stimuli. 
In this case, only a small part of the system behavior is tested. Simulation is naturally used with operational specification languages (state machines, Petri
nets, etc.), while simulation or execution is not natural for denotational formalisms such as logical specification languages. In these languages, given the
history of inputs, execution means to find the history of outputs which satisfy the specification. Some problems may arise, (i) the history of outputs could not
be univocally determined; (ii) the specification could be partial, that is the value of an output may not be specified in some instants; (iii) the value of an
output may depend on the value of a future input (non-causal specification).

The execution of specifications formalized in temporal logics may not be limited to system simulation; in some cases, it may be used even for system
implementation when some temporal constraints are satisfied and the specification is complete and causal. 
In traditional approaches, the system hardware executes a program written in a programming language as C, C++, Ada. This source-code is generated from
an executable specification (i.e., Petri nets) and generally it uses services of the operating system for time scheduling of the actions to be done.

In our approach the system hardware executes a general inferential engine that given the specification and inputs, produces the outputs. The problem in this
case is to produce the outputs at the correct time.

An executor for propositional TILCO and TILCOX has been developed. Specifications written in TILCO and TILCOX are translated in a simple temporal
logic (BTL) with only and, or, not and delay operators and transformed in a temporal inference network. 
For such a network, inference rules have been defined to infer from the input values the output values.

As regard real-time execution, it has been found that for a causal specification the time needed to produce the outputs at a time $t$ knowing the inputs at
time t, t-1, t-2,... is proportional to the number of arcs of the inferential network. Thus the real-time execution can be feasible depending on the network size
and the system hardware. This is a strongly innovative result in the field of formal methods since there exist only few temptatives of defining execution
engines for non trivial temporal logic specifications. 
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TOTS tools

For the validation of TILCO, TILCO-X and C-TILCO specifications some tools have been developed. These tools are used to aid the validation of
specifications by means of theorem-proving (using Isabelle) and/or by simulation using the temporal logic executor. In Figure~\ref{fig:tots}, the relationships
between the developed tools are represented.

In the following, a short description of TOTS tool is reported:

Isabelle is the validation environment, via property proof, for TILCO specifications, Isabelle theories for TILCO, TILCO-X and C-TILCO have been
developed and are used for the validation of specifications.
Giselle is a graphic user interface for Isabelle, its aim is to aid the interaction with Isabelle that is a text oriented application;
TILCOX2TIN is a translator, it reads textual specifications written in TILCO/TILCO-X and produces a temporal inference network (TIN) for
executing the specification.
TIN Edit is a graphic editor for the visual specification of system properties. It permits the direct production of TIN files, it supports the basic
components of TINs (joint, gate, delay, signal) and moreover other components such as @ and ? (over constant intervals) can be used and also generic
sub-nets can be defined and used.
TINX is the executor. Basically, it gets in input the TIN file that contains the specification. Then it is capapble of reading the inputs and producing the
outputs according to the specification.
Sgn Edit is a signal editor. It permits to create, view, and change the files representing the inputs/outputs of the system.

Isabelle TILCO Theories

For the validation of TILCO specifications within Isabelle, some Isabelle theories have been developed.

TILCO theory

Interval.thy extends the integers theory to define constant intervals.
Tilco.thy extends Interval.thy to define all the operator of logic TILCO.

C-TILCO theory

PPorts.thy extends the TILCO theory to provide primitive ports that permit to send/receive messages. It represents the low-level communication layer.
Ports.thy extends PPorts.thy to provide synchronous ports that permit to send/receive messages synchronously. It represents the high-level
communication layer.
Process.thy extends Ports.thy to provide the concept of process with its variables, parameters, sub-processes.
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TILCO-X theory

Time.thy extends the integers theory to provide the basic logical operators (and, or, not, forall, exists, etc.) over temporal variables.
IntervalX.thy extends Time.thy to provide the concept of dynamic intervals, it defines the after and before operators.
TilcoX.thy extends IntervalX.thy to provide at and happen operators as well as the other temporal operators with exception of Bounded Happen.
TilcoXX.thy extends TilcoX.thy to provide Bounded Happen operators.

Giselle

Giselle is a graphic user interface for Isabelle. Isabelle is a text oriented application, then to increase the usability the user interface called Giselle has been
developed. Other user interfaces for Isabelle can be found (Proof General, XIsabelle) but are plug-ins for Emacs/X-Emacs or use tcl/tk.

The main window of Giselle is divided in tree parts: on the left, there is the current proof state; on the right, the tactics applied to the goal (the property to be
proved) that produced the current proof state are reported; on the bottom, there are the tactics that can be applied to the current proof state. Clicking on a
button a dialog appears where arguments of the tactic can be chosen.

The interface to tactics is completely configurable. In a textual configuration file, there is, for each tactic, its textual form and the corresponding user inputs
are highlighted. 
In Giselle, it is also possible to see the proof tree, where is reported how a particular sub-goal has been proved.

TIN Edit

The TIN Editor is a graphic editor that permits the visual creation of temporal inference networks. It can be regarded as a visual specification interface for
TILCO.

The main characteristics of the TIN editor are:

it permits the construction of the TIN using the basic elements as joint, gate, delay, always and signals, connecting them together with arcs;
it permits to use non basic elements as the @ and the ? operators;
it permits to use TIN networks within another network, giving the possibility of decomposition/composition of the system specification;
it permits to save/load/print the networks;
it checks if some information is missing (the value of a delay, or the intervals of the at component, etc.).
it permits to generate the .tin file for the TINX executor.

TINX

TINX is the temporal logic executor, it executes the specification written in a .tin file describing the temporal inference network of the system. Each
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input/output signal is associated with a file .io where the values of the signal are stored. TINX reads the .io files of input signals and produces .io files of
output signals.

A .tin file is a textual representation of the network. In the file the list of nodes of the network is reported. For each node, there is a line with the following
form:

<node name>: <node type>; <parent node>,<left son>[,<right son>]

where: <node name> is the unique node name, <parent node>, <left son> and <right son> are name references to other nodes. 
<node type> can be: G for a gate node, J for a joint node, D for a delay node eventually followed by an integer representing the delay value.

The executor can generate also a log where the events generated during execution are reported. Optionally the execution can be made by using only causal
inference. 
The values of a signal can be changed by clicking on the desired time instant and the logical value toggles form true to false, from false to undefined and
from undefined to true. The values can be changed also selecting a portion of the signal and these instants can be forced to assume value all true, false,
undefined, randomly true or false, or alternating true/false values. The executor can be directly invoked from the menu to quickly see the response of the
system when an input signal is changed.

Technical report about the execution of TILCO specification

Dev-TILCO

Dev-TILCO is an integrated development environment for TILCO and C++. It allows the specification and implementation in TILCO of the timing
constraints that can directly manage C++ applications. With this hybrid development system is possible to specify real-time constraints in TILCO for process
and system control, to verify and validate them formally with Isabelle, to validate them with TINX performing history checking and finally to directly
execute the TILCO specification by integrating the TILCO-Executor in your C++ software. Dev-TILCO integrates benefits of several approaches:
denotational models, property proof, verification of histories, direct execution, and traditional programming language. A case study has been succesfully
developed with such a development system and sources of the development are collected in a ZIP file.

Technical report about Dev-TILCO

Tecnical report about an example of development: Crossroad Control Simulator

Slide-show about Dev-TILCO and an application example (italian language)

Crossroad Control Simulator: an application developed with Dev-TILCO
Zip file contains a folder (Crossroad Executable) with:

Crossroad Controller Simulator.exe: the application
crossoroad.tin: Temporal Inference Network which model the crossroad behaviour
crossoroad_ic.evl: Initial conditions for the inference
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Visual C++ project for Crossroad Control Simulator (with built-in Dev-TILCO development process)
Zip file contains a folder (Crossroad Controller Simulator) with:

Crossroad Controller Simulator.dsw & dsp Visual C++ workspace and project
crossroad.tilco: Crossroad behaviour specification in TILCO
cross_con.th: Declaration file with the suitable interface object
*.cpp, *.h and other resources: application code and customized code for interface
README.txt: some useful instruction to properly use Dev-TILCO Tools

... Some Selected Related papers:

G. Bucci, M. Campanai, and P. Nesi, ``Tools for specifying real-time systems,''  Journal of Real-Time Systems, vol. 8, pp. 117--172, March 1995, also reprinted in Key Successful
Software Development Readings, IEEE (1999) and in A Practical Approach to Real Time Systems, IEEE (P. Laplante, ed.) (1999).
R. Mattolini and P. Nesi, ``An interval logic for real-time system  specification,'' IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering, in press,  March-April, 2001.
P. Bellini, R. Mattolini, and P. Nesi, ``Temporal logics for real-time system  specification,'' ACM Computing Surveys, vol. 32, N.1, pp.12-42, March 2000.
P. Nesi and M. Campanai, ``Metric framework for object-oriented real-time  systems specification languages,'' The Journal of Systems and Software,  vol. 34, pp. 43--65, 1996.
P. Bellini, M. Bruno, and P. Nesi, ``Verification criteria for a compositional  model for reactive systems,'' Proc. of the IEEE Intern. Conf.  on Complex Computer Systems, Sept. 11-15
2000.
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M. A. Bruno, P. Nesi, ``Life-Cycle of a formal Dual Object-Oriented Specification Model for Real-Time Systems'', Journal of Information and Software Technology,  Elsevier Publishers,
USA, Vol.41, N.1, pp.35-52, 1999.
R. Mattolini, P. Nesi, ``Using TILCO for Specifying Real-Time Systems", Proc. of the 2nd IEEE International Conference on Engineering of Complex Computer Systems, ICECCS'96,
IEEE Press, Montreal, Canada, October 1996.
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General

Formal methods should be adopted since the early phases of the system development to reduce failures in the final software product. 
In the specification phase, many languages/formalisms could be used to specify the system under development. For real-time systems, where the specification
is focussed on modelling system behavior in response of external stimuli, one of the possible approaches consists in using logical statements to describe what
the system has to do.This is a different modality of specification with respect to operational approaches which are based on producing descriptions focussed
on how the system does certain operations. 
For the specification of real-time systems formal frameworks are typically used. A formal framework is based on a formal model that allow representing the
system under specification and a set of tools aids the model verification. Two kinds of specification verification can be present: verification by using property
proof and verification by simulation. 
Verification by using property-proof permits to prove properties for the system. For example, given the specification of a system it permits to demostrate if a
deadlock will never happen. Property-proof is particularly important for safety-crytical systems where some critical situations have to be absolutelly avoided.

In a framework based on a logical language, properties and the specification are expressed using the same logic language.

To prove a property means to demonstrate the property by using the logical specification. To this extent, theorem provers could be adopted to mechanically
derive these proofs or at least to aid the user in such a work.

Temporal logics are extensions of propositional/first order logics to deal with time constraints, such as ordering of events (i.e., one event has to occur before
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another) or quantitative constraints (i.e., something has to occur within 10ms). In the past, many temporal logics were presented: in particular TILCO
(Temporal Interval Logic with Compositional Operators) (R. Mattolini, P. Nesi, ``An Interval Logic for Real Time System Specification) is specifically
suitable for real-time systems specification. 
Click here to get the TILCO Theory in Isabelle.

Temporal logics are well suited to describe temporal constraints while they are not particularly appropriate to describe system structure. For this reason,
CTILCO (Communicating TILCO) has been introduced as an extension of TILCO. CTILCO describes the system as a set of communicating processes where
each process can be furtherly decomposed or specified by using TILCO to express its behavior. This approach defines a composition/decomposition
specification methodology supported by verification. CTILCO permits specification reuse (in the same project or in other projects). Moreover, a synchronous
communication model has been defined in TILCO and communication theorems have been proved to permit to demonstrate properties concerning
communicating processes. 
Click here to get the CTILCO Theory in Isabelle.

Even if TILCO is well suited for real-time systems specification it has been furtherly enhanced with new operators to simplify the expression of temporal
constraints (TILCOX). That paper includes the deductive system of TILCOX. To this end, a new proof system has been developed within the Isabelle/HOL
theorem prover. 
Click here to get the TILCOX Theory in Isabelle.

As already mentioned property-proof is not the only validation support used during the specification, even simulation could be adopted. With system
simulation the behavior of the system (or part of it) is tested to see its response to certain stimuli. 
In this case, only a small part of the system behavior is tested. Simulation is naturally used with operational specification languages (state machines, Petri
nets, etc.), while simulation or execution is not natural for denotational formalisms such as logical specification languages. In these languages, given the
history of inputs, execution means to find the history of outputs which satisfy the specification. Some problems may arise, (i) the history of outputs could not
be univocally determined; (ii) the specification could be partial, that is the value of an output may not be specified in some instants; (iii) the value of an
output may depend on the value of a future input (non-causal specification).

The execution of specifications formalized in temporal logics may not be limited to system simulation; in some cases, it may be used even for system
implementation when some temporal constraints are satisfied and the specification is complete and causal. 
In traditional approaches, the system hardware executes a program written in a programming language as C, C++, Ada. This source-code is generated from
an executable specification (i.e., Petri nets) and generally it uses services of the operating system for time scheduling of the actions to be done.

In our approach the system hardware executes a general inferential engine that given the specification and inputs, produces the outputs. The problem in this
case is to produce the outputs at the correct time.

An executor for propositional TILCO and TILCOX has been developed. Specifications written in TILCO and TILCOX are translated in a simple temporal
logic (BTL) with only and, or, not and delay operators and transformed in a temporal inference network. 
For such a network, inference rules have been defined to infer from the input values the output values.

As regard real-time execution, it has been found that for a causal specification the time needed to produce the outputs at a time $t$ knowing the inputs at
time t, t-1, t-2,... is proportional to the number of arcs of the inferential network. Thus the real-time execution can be feasible depending on the network size
and the system hardware. This is a strongly innovative result in the field of formal methods since there exist only few temptatives of defining execution
engines for non trivial temporal logic specifications. 
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TOTS tools

For the validation of TILCO, TILCO-X and C-TILCO specifications some tools have been developed. These tools are used to aid the validation of
specifications by means of theorem-proving (using Isabelle) and/or by simulation using the temporal logic executor. In Figure~\ref{fig:tots}, the relationships
between the developed tools are represented.

In the following, a short description of TOTS tool is reported:

Isabelle is the validation environment, via property proof, for TILCO specifications, Isabelle theories for TILCO, TILCO-X and C-TILCO have been
developed and are used for the validation of specifications.
Giselle is a graphic user interface for Isabelle, its aim is to aid the interaction with Isabelle that is a text oriented application;
TILCOX2TIN is a translator, it reads textual specifications written in TILCO/TILCO-X and produces a temporal inference network (TIN) for
executing the specification.
TIN Edit is a graphic editor for the visual specification of system properties. It permits the direct production of TIN files, it supports the basic
components of TINs (joint, gate, delay, signal) and moreover other components such as @ and ? (over constant intervals) can be used and also generic
sub-nets can be defined and used.
TINX is the executor. Basically, it gets in input the TIN file that contains the specification. Then it is capapble of reading the inputs and producing the
outputs according to the specification.
Sgn Edit is a signal editor. It permits to create, view, and change the files representing the inputs/outputs of the system.

Isabelle TILCO Theories

For the validation of TILCO specifications within Isabelle, some Isabelle theories have been developed.

TILCO theory

Interval.thy extends the integers theory to define constant intervals.
Tilco.thy extends Interval.thy to define all the operator of logic TILCO.

C-TILCO theory

PPorts.thy extends the TILCO theory to provide primitive ports that permit to send/receive messages. It represents the low-level communication layer.
Ports.thy extends PPorts.thy to provide synchronous ports that permit to send/receive messages synchronously. It represents the high-level
communication layer.
Process.thy extends Ports.thy to provide the concept of process with its variables, parameters, sub-processes.
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TILCO-X theory

Time.thy extends the integers theory to provide the basic logical operators (and, or, not, forall, exists, etc.) over temporal variables.
IntervalX.thy extends Time.thy to provide the concept of dynamic intervals, it defines the after and before operators.
TilcoX.thy extends IntervalX.thy to provide at and happen operators as well as the other temporal operators with exception of Bounded Happen.
TilcoXX.thy extends TilcoX.thy to provide Bounded Happen operators.

Giselle

Giselle is a graphic user interface for Isabelle. Isabelle is a text oriented application, then to increase the usability the user interface called Giselle has been
developed. Other user interfaces for Isabelle can be found (Proof General, XIsabelle) but are plug-ins for Emacs/X-Emacs or use tcl/tk.

The main window of Giselle is divided in tree parts: on the left, there is the current proof state; on the right, the tactics applied to the goal (the property to be
proved) that produced the current proof state are reported; on the bottom, there are the tactics that can be applied to the current proof state. Clicking on a
button a dialog appears where arguments of the tactic can be chosen.

The interface to tactics is completely configurable. In a textual configuration file, there is, for each tactic, its textual form and the corresponding user inputs
are highlighted. 
In Giselle, it is also possible to see the proof tree, where is reported how a particular sub-goal has been proved.

TIN Edit

The TIN Editor is a graphic editor that permits the visual creation of temporal inference networks. It can be regarded as a visual specification interface for
TILCO.

The main characteristics of the TIN editor are:

it permits the construction of the TIN using the basic elements as joint, gate, delay, always and signals, connecting them together with arcs;
it permits to use non basic elements as the @ and the ? operators;
it permits to use TIN networks within another network, giving the possibility of decomposition/composition of the system specification;
it permits to save/load/print the networks;
it checks if some information is missing (the value of a delay, or the intervals of the at component, etc.).
it permits to generate the .tin file for the TINX executor.

TINX

TINX is the temporal logic executor, it executes the specification written in a .tin file describing the temporal inference network of the system. Each
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input/output signal is associated with a file .io where the values of the signal are stored. TINX reads the .io files of input signals and produces .io files of
output signals.

A .tin file is a textual representation of the network. In the file the list of nodes of the network is reported. For each node, there is a line with the following
form:

<node name>: <node type>; <parent node>,<left son>[,<right son>]

where: <node name> is the unique node name, <parent node>, <left son> and <right son> are name references to other nodes. 
<node type> can be: G for a gate node, J for a joint node, D for a delay node eventually followed by an integer representing the delay value.

The executor can generate also a log where the events generated during execution are reported. Optionally the execution can be made by using only causal
inference. 
The values of a signal can be changed by clicking on the desired time instant and the logical value toggles form true to false, from false to undefined and
from undefined to true. The values can be changed also selecting a portion of the signal and these instants can be forced to assume value all true, false,
undefined, randomly true or false, or alternating true/false values. The executor can be directly invoked from the menu to quickly see the response of the
system when an input signal is changed.

Technical report about the execution of TILCO specification

Dev-TILCO

Dev-TILCO is an integrated development environment for TILCO and C++. It allows the specification and implementation in TILCO of the timing
constraints that can directly manage C++ applications. With this hybrid development system is possible to specify real-time constraints in TILCO for process
and system control, to verify and validate them formally with Isabelle, to validate them with TINX performing history checking and finally to directly
execute the TILCO specification by integrating the TILCO-Executor in your C++ software. Dev-TILCO integrates benefits of several approaches:
denotational models, property proof, verification of histories, direct execution, and traditional programming language. A case study has been succesfully
developed with such a development system and sources of the development are collected in a ZIP file.

Technical report about Dev-TILCO

Tecnical report about an example of development: Crossroad Control Simulator

Slide-show about Dev-TILCO and an application example (italian language)

Crossroad Control Simulator: an application developed with Dev-TILCO
Zip file contains a folder (Crossroad Executable) with:

Crossroad Controller Simulator.exe: the application
crossoroad.tin: Temporal Inference Network which model the crossroad behaviour
crossoroad_ic.evl: Initial conditions for the inference

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/ftp/tilcoexe_report.pdf
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Visual C++ project for Crossroad Control Simulator (with built-in Dev-TILCO development process)
Zip file contains a folder (Crossroad Controller Simulator) with:

Crossroad Controller Simulator.dsw & dsp Visual C++ workspace and project
crossroad.tilco: Crossroad behaviour specification in TILCO
cross_con.th: Declaration file with the suitable interface object
*.cpp, *.h and other resources: application code and customized code for interface
README.txt: some useful instruction to properly use Dev-TILCO Tools

... Some Selected Related papers:

G. Bucci, M. Campanai, and P. Nesi, ``Tools for specifying real-time systems,''  Journal of Real-Time Systems, vol. 8, pp. 117--172, March 1995, also reprinted in Key Successful
Software Development Readings, IEEE (1999) and in A Practical Approach to Real Time Systems, IEEE (P. Laplante, ed.) (1999).
R. Mattolini and P. Nesi, ``An interval logic for real-time system  specification,'' IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering, in press,  March-April, 2001.
P. Bellini, R. Mattolini, and P. Nesi, ``Temporal logics for real-time system  specification,'' ACM Computing Surveys, vol. 32, N.1, pp.12-42, March 2000.
P. Nesi and M. Campanai, ``Metric framework for object-oriented real-time  systems specification languages,'' The Journal of Systems and Software,  vol. 34, pp. 43--65, 1996.
P. Bellini, M. Bruno, and P. Nesi, ``Verification criteria for a compositional  model for reactive systems,'' Proc. of the IEEE Intern. Conf.  on Complex Computer Systems, Sept. 11-15
2000.
P. Bellini, M. A. Bruno, P Nesi, ``Verification of External Specifications of Reactive Systems'', IEEE Transactions on Systems Man and Cybernetics, IEEE Press, USA, in  press 2000 or
2001.
M. A. Bruno, P. Nesi, ``Life-Cycle of a formal Dual Object-Oriented Specification Model for Real-Time Systems'', Journal of Information and Software Technology,  Elsevier Publishers,
USA, Vol.41, N.1, pp.35-52, 1999.
R. Mattolini, P. Nesi, ``Using TILCO for Specifying Real-Time Systems", Proc. of the 2nd IEEE International Conference on Engineering of Complex Computer Systems, ICECCS'96,
IEEE Press, Montreal, Canada, October 1996.
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1 Introduction

For the specification of real-time system behaviour, the definition of temporal constraints amongst events and
actions is needed [1], [2], [3]: properties of invariance, precedence amongst events, periodicity, liveness and safety
conditions, etc. To this end, several different temporal logics with different degrees of expressiveness have been
proposed. Some of them are based on propositional logic — e.g., PTL, TPTL, RTTL, ITL ([3]). Others are
based on first or higher order logic — e.g., TRIO [4], MTL [5], interval temporal logic [6], TILCO [7].

According to [7], in which TILCO (Temporal Interval Logic with Compositional Operators) temporal logic
has been presented, only a few examples of quantitative temporal logics exist. In these cases, an operator
expressing the distance between time points is usually defined. First-order temporal logics that provide a
metric for time usually allow quantification over the temporal domain — e.g., RTL [8], MTL [9], TRIO [4] —
whereas a prohibition of this kind of quantification has been shown to be a necessary condition for the existence
of feasible automated verification mechanisms [10]. All these temporal logics are based on time points rather
than on intervals and provide a sharp distinction between past and future (e.g., MTL: G, H; TRIO: Past()
and Futr()). In contrast, TILCO does not allow the quantification over time, presents a uniform model for
time from past to future and unique operators for stating facts and events along the time axis [7], [11], [12].

The problem of executability of specifications given by means of temporal logics has often been misunderstood
with that of validation. The validation of a logic specification usually consists in proving high-level properties,
which are also given in the form of logical expressions, by means of theorem provers [13]. Other techniques are
based on the so-called history-checking [14]. In these cases, the time ordering is not satisfied, history-checking
is mainly oriented to validating specifications against off-line generated histories of system inputs and outputs.

There are at least three different definitions of executability [15]. According to concept of execution, which
is closer to that used in software engineering, the execution of a specification leads to the on-line production
of outputs on the basis of inputs and system status. Thus the time ordering of events must be satisfied with
real-time constraints. This concept of execution is quite far from that of validation since it is supposed that the
specification under execution is a verified and validated specification.

In this report, the TILCO-Executor algorithm for executing TILCO is presented. The meaning adopted
by TILCO-Executor for executability consists in using the specification itself as a prototype of the real-time
system, thus allowing, in each time instant, for the on-line generation of system outputs on the basis of current
inputs and internal state and inputs and outputs history. The algorithm is capable of executing a fragment of
TILCO specifications, and can be used for execution other first order temporal logics under similar restrictions.
In order to simplify the execution of TILCO specifications a Basic Temporal Logic (BTL) with a lower number
of operators has been introduced, this is capable of expressing all complex operators of TILCO. In the following
it is briefly described how to translate TILCO to BTL. Inference rules for BTL are presented and it is described
how to graphically represent the BTL specifications as Temporal Inference Networks, TIN. An algorithm for
executing temporal inference network is presented and the possibility of real-time execution is highlighted.

1



2 Overview of TILCO

TILCO is a logic language which can be used to specify temporal constraints in either a qualitative or a
quantitative way. This allows both to define ordering relationships amongst events and to express durations
of facts by an absolute measure. A formalization of TILCO has been implemented in the theorem prover
Isabelle/HOL, together with a set of sound axioms and deduction tactics [7], to allow the automatic verification
of TILCO properties. Such properties can be expressed in TILCO, so the same language can be used to specify
both general requirements, detailed behaviour of real-time systems, specification and execution. TILCO includes
the concepts of typed variables and constants by providing a set of basic types and allowing the definition of
new types. Finally, causal propositional TILCO specifications are executable in real-time as shown in the rest
of the report.

2.1 TILCO Operators

TILCO’s temporal operators have been added to FOL by leaving the evaluation time implicit, so the meaning
of a TILCO formula is given with respect to current time. Time is discrete and linear and the temporal domain
is the set of integers �. The minimum time interval corresponds to one instant, the current time instant is
represented by 0 and positive (negative) numbers represent future (past) time instants.

The basic entity in TILCO is temporal interval, the boundaries of which can be either included or excluded
by using the usual notation with squared, (“[”, “]”) or round (“(”, “)”) brackets, respectively. Time instants are
regarded as closed intervals composed of a single point while symbols +∞ and −∞ can be used as boundaries
to denote infinite intervals. Thus, TILCO allows both the specification of facts on intervals and events in time
instants.

The basic TILCO temporal operators are:

• “@ ”, universal quantification (∀) over a temporal interval;

• “ ? ”, existential quantification (∃) over a temporal interval;

• “until”, to express that either a predicate will always be true in the future, or it will be true until another
predicate will become true;

• “since”, to express that either a predicate has always been true in the past, or it has been true since
another predicate has become true.

For instance, A@ i is true if formula A is true in every instant of the interval i with respect to the current time
instant. By denoting with t the current time instant, (A@ i)(t) ⇐⇒ ∀x ∈ i.A(t+x) holds. The (t) notation has
the purpose to put in evidence the formula evaluation instant and is omitted in the following, such as in several
other temporal logics. This approach is called implicit time and it is used for example in RTL and TRIO [3].

Similarly, until(A,B) is true when evaluated in t if B will always be true in the future with respect to t or
if B will be true in the interval (t, t+x) and A will be true in t+x with x > 0. This definition of until does not
require the occurrence of A in the future, so as to correspond to the weak until operator defined in PTL [16].
The operators until and since express the same concept for future and past, respectively, and can be used to
express ordering relationships amongst events.

Classical operators of temporal logic as eventually (�) and henceforth (�) can be easily obtained by using
TILCO operators with infinite intervals. TILCO can be regarded as a generalization of most of the interval
logics presented in literature[7], [3], with the addition of a metric for time. Tabable 1 provides some examples
of TILCO formulae, accompanied by an explanation of their meaning.

(A ? [0, t])@ [0,+∞) A will become true within t for each time instant in the future (response)
(A ⇒ B)@ [0, t] if A is true within t, then also B will be true at the same time
(A ⇒ (B ? i))@ j A leads to an assertion of B in i for each time instant of j
(A ⇒ (B @ i))@ j A leads to the assertion of B in the whole interval i for each time instant of j
(A ⇒ (B @ i)) ? j A leads to the assertion of B in the whole interval i in at least a time instant of j

Table 1: Examples of TILCO formulae
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3 From Specification to Execute of Temporal Logics

A TILCO specification is made of:

• a set of formulae which define system behaviour and temporal constraints (i.e., if the water level is over
the danger level for three time instants then the alarm has to be switched on);

• a set of input signals, typed variables representing information acquired from outside (i.e., water level,
temperature, etc.), the value of which can change due to external events;

• a set of output signals, typed variables representing information produced to outside (i.e., alarm enable,
pump speed, etc.), which can be forced to assume a value by some predicate through an assignment and
lead to a change in the external environment;

• a set of auxiliary signals/internal variables, typed variables representing the information processed inter-
nally and constituting the system state, which can be either read as input signals or forced to a value as
output signals.

System inputs, outputs and internal variables can assume only one value at each time instant.
A TILCO specification can be validated to verify whether it corresponds to the system requirements. System

validation is performed by proving that high-level desired properties, as safety or liveness, are satisfied by the
specification of the system on the basis of TILCO-Theory implemented on Isabelle/HOL theorem prover. These
properties can be expressed by means of other TILCO formulae, thus the same language is used to specify both
the system general requirements and its detailed behaviour as shown in [13]. If during the validation phase
it is found that a desired property cannot be deduced from the system specification, then the specification is
incomplete. If the property must be satisfied by the system and does not contradict the specified behaviour,
a new TILCO formula has to be added to the specification to express the wished property. This allows an
incremental system specification by theorem proving, with an absolute degree of confidence due to the support
of TILCO-Theory on Isabelle. This process of refinement ends when the detailed specification turns out to be
an implementation of the top-level specification.

In this context, executability means the capability to use the system specification itself as a prototype of
the real-time system, thus allowing, in each time instant, the on-line generation of system outputs on the
basis of present inputs and internal state. Given an interpretation Iin of input signals’ histories, to execute a
specification formula S formally means to deduce the interpretations Iout, Iaux of output and auxiliary signals’
histories which satisfy S by applying a set of inference rules which will be detailed later on. When this is
possible, the specification can be directly executed in real-time by means of TILCO-Executor without having
to translate it in a programming language.

In literature, there are only few executable temporal logics which can be used to build a system prototype.
The execution or simulation of logic specifications with the intent of producing system outputs in the correct
temporal order while meeting the temporal constraints is a quite difficult problem. The difficulty mainly depends
on the computational complexity of the algorithms proposed which makes their adoption for executing logic
specifications in real-time impossible. Usually, the computational complexity is O(Dh) where D is the domain
size of the nested quantifications which have been specified, for both time dependent and independent variables,
and h is number of these quantifications.

For the design and the implementation of a temporal logic executor, two aspects have been taken into
account:

• the definition of an executable semantics for common temporal logic operators based on time instant,
intervals, event ordering, etc.;

• the definition and implementation of an algorithm based on the adopted semantics and allowing real-time
execution of the specification.

According to these aspects it has been decided to adopt a minimum number of temporal logic operators,
those strictly necessary to implement at higher level the TILCO language.

The temporal logic executor presented in this report, called TINX (Temporal Inference Network eXecutor),
can execute specifications in a Basic Temporal Logic, BTL, which can be used to automatically rewrite TILCO
propositional logic specifications by using simple rules. FOL specifications involving quantifications on finite
domains can be rewritten in propositional logic and thus in BTL.
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4 Basic Temporal Logic

Basic Temporal Logic (BTL) is a propositional logic with And (∧), Or (∨) and with the Delay (∂) operator,
where a true/false value is associated to each signal for each time instant.

The BTL syntax is the following:

formula := signal | ¬signal |
formula ∧ formula | formula ∨ formula |
∂ formula | ∂kformula | (formula)

As can be noted from the syntax the ¬ operator can be applied only to signals and not to complex formulae.
Moreover, a BTL formula can be evaluated at an instant t with @ operator or asserted on the whole temporal
horizon:

assertion := formula @ t | ¬formula @ t | � formula

where F @ t means that formula F is true at time instant t, ¬F @ t means that formula F is false at time
instant t and � F means that formula F is always true.
The operators are inductively defined in the following way:

(¬A)@ t ⇐⇒ ¬(A)@ t

(A ∧ B)@ t ⇐⇒ A@ t ∧ B @ t

(A ∨ B)@ t ⇐⇒ A@ t ∨ B @ t

(∂ A)@ t ⇐⇒ (∂1 A)@ t

(∂k A)@ t ⇐⇒ A@ (t − k)

A BTL specification is a formula always true.

4.1 TILCO in BTL

TILCO temporal operators can be easily translated into BTL by using the following formulas:

A@ [m,M ] ⇐⇒
M∧

i=m

∂
−i A,

A ? [m,M ] ⇐⇒
M∨

i=m

∂
−i A,

until(A,B) ⇐⇒ A ∨ (B ∧ ∂
−1 until(A,B)),

since(A,B) ⇐⇒ A ∨ (B ∧ ∂
1 since(A,B)).

In order to automatically translate a TILCO formula to BTL some steps are needed. As a first step, the ⇒
and ⇐⇒ operators are translated by using the following rewriting rules:

A ⇒ B 	→ ¬A ∨ B

A ⇐⇒ B 	→ (A ⇒ B) ∧ (B ⇒ A)

after that, the ¬ operator has to be propagated down to the signals using by the following rewriting rules:

¬(A ∧ B) 	→ ¬A ∨ ¬B

¬(A ∨ B) 	→ ¬A ∧ ¬B

¬(¬A) 	→ A

¬(A ? i) 	→ ¬A@ i

¬(A@ i) 	→ ¬A ? i
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Since there is no rule to propagate ¬ operator for until and since, the ¬until and ¬ since operators are
translated by using the following properties:

¬until(¬A,¬B) ⇐⇒ A ∧ (B ∨ ∂
−1 ¬until(¬A,¬B))

¬ since(¬A,¬B) ⇐⇒ A ∧ (B ∨ ∂
1 ¬ since(¬A,¬B))

Moreover, since the ¬until and ¬ since operators generally are not in the form needed to use these properties,
the following rewite rules can be used:

¬until(A,B) 	→ ¬until(¬(¬A),¬(¬B))
¬until(¬A,B) 	→ ¬until(¬A,¬(¬B))
¬until(A,¬B) 	→ ¬until(¬(¬A),¬B)
¬ since(A,B) 	→ ¬ since(¬(¬A),¬(¬B))

¬ since(¬A,B) 	→ ¬ since(¬A,¬(¬B))
¬ since(A,¬B) 	→ ¬ since(¬(¬A),¬B)

Whereas @ and ? operators can be simply substituted by equivalent BTL expressions, the BTL definition of
since and until is recursive and thus requires the introduction of new literals. For example, TILCO formula:

A ? (−3, 0) ∧ since(A,¬B) ⇒ until(A,B)

after ⇒ substitution and ¬ propagation becomes:

¬A@ (−3, 0) ∨ ¬ since(¬(¬A),¬B) ∨ until(A,B)

then the substitution of the temporal operators (@ ,¬ since,until) is made, leading to the BTL formula:

((∂−2 ¬A ∧ ∂
−1 ¬A) ∨ nsince ∨ until) ∧

(¬nsince ∨ (¬A ∧ (B ∨ ∂ nsince))) ∧
(nsince ∨ (A ∨ (¬B ∧ ∂ ¬nsince))) ∧
(¬until ∨ (A ∨ (B ∧ ∂

−1 until))) ∧
(until ∨ (¬A ∧ (¬B ∨ ∂

−1 ¬until)))

where signals nsince and until have been introduced to represent the ¬ since and until formulae.

5 Temporal inference with BTL

An inference process produces new information by applying inference rules to known facts. These rules gener-
ally are composed of an antecedent which represents the condition to be satisfied, and the consequent which
represents the new information inferred.
For example:

(A ∧ B)@ t � A@ t, B @ t

is an inference rule which states that if A ∧ B is true at time t then the fact that A and B are true at time t
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can be inferred. The inference rules chosen for BTL are the following:

(A ∧ B)@ t � A@ t, B @ t ↓ 
¬(A ∧ B)@ t, A@ t � ¬B @ t ↓ ⊥
¬(A ∧ B)@ t, B @ t � ¬A@ t ↓ ⊥

¬A@ t � ¬(A ∧ B)@ t ↑ ⊥
¬B @ t � ¬(A ∧ B)@ t ↑ ⊥

A@ t, B @ t � (A ∧ B)@ t ↑ 
(A ∨ B)@ t,¬A@ t � B @ t ↓ 
(A ∨ B)@ t,¬B @ t � A@ t ↓ 

¬A@ t,¬B @ t � ¬(A ∨ B)@ t ↑ ⊥
¬(A ∨ B)@ t � ¬A@ t,¬B @ t ↓ ⊥

A@ t � (A ∨ B)@ t ↑ 
B @ t � (A ∨ B)@ t ↑ 

(∂kA)@ t � A@ (t − k) ↓ 
¬(∂kA)@ t � ¬A@ (t − k) ↓ ⊥

A@ t � (∂kA)@ (t + k) ↑ 
¬A@ t � ¬(∂kA)@ (t + k) ↑ ⊥

l @ t � ¬(¬l)@ t → ⊥
¬(l)@ t � (¬l)@ t → 
(¬l)@ t � ¬(l)@ t → ⊥

¬(¬l)@ t � l @ t → 
This set of rules have been classified in the following classes:

↓  rules which propagate the truth from a parent formula to a child formula;

↑  rules which propagate the truth from a child formula to a parent formula;

↓ ⊥ rules which propagate the falseness from a parent formula to a child formula;

↑ ⊥ rules which propagate the falseness from a child formula to a parent formula;

→  rules which propagate the falseness of a signal to truth of the complementary signal;

→ ⊥ rules which propagate the truth of a signal to falseness of the complementary signal;

It should be noted that for all operators, after applying a ↑ rule, a ↓ rule cannot produce new knowledge. For
example if A@ t is true then rule A@ t � (A∨B)@ t (↑  rule) can be applied and if ¬B @ t is true then from
(A∨B)@ t,¬B @ t � A@ t (↓  rule) can be found that A@ t is true, but it was already known. Moreover if we
consider all the ⊥ expressions at a given time instant these were not found using ↓ ⊥ rules. This can be proved
by considering that all the a priori information not associated to a signal is known true (the specification) and
the application of a ↓ ⊥ rule after a ↑ ⊥ one does not produce any new knowledge. For this reason this kind of
rules can be dropped. Also the ↑  rules are not needed since to their result cannot be applied a ↑ ⊥ rule (the
rule produces a  while this rule needs a ⊥) nor a ↓  rule (no new information can be inferred), only another
↑  rule can be applied but this rules will never produce new knowledge about a signal. For this reason also
the ↑  rules have been dropped. As a result also the →  rules have been dropped since their result could be
used only with ↑  rules which are nomore present.

Therefore, the final set of inference rules for BTL is:

(A ∧ B)@ t � A@ t, B @ t ↓ 
¬A@ t � ¬(A ∧ B)@ t ↑ ⊥
¬B @ t � ¬(A ∧ B)@ t ↑ ⊥

(A ∨ B)@ t,¬A@ t � B @ t ↓ 
(A ∨ B)@ t,¬B @ t � A@ t ↓ 

¬A@ t,¬B @ t � ¬(A ∨ B)@ t ↑ ⊥
(∂kA)@ t � A@ (t − k) ↓ 

¬A@ t � ¬(∂kA)@ (t + k) ↑ ⊥
l @ t � ¬(¬l)@ t → ⊥

(¬l)@ t � ¬(l)@ t → ⊥
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5.1 A graphical view of temporal inference

Given a BTL specification, a graphical view of the formula can be built from its syntax tree. For each operator
the corresponding component presented in Figure 1 can be used.

A B

A      B

A B

A      B

k

A

A∆

S S

Joint Gate Delay
signal

Positive
signal

Negative
true

Always

Figure 1: The basic components

For example formula: �(∂ ¬s ∧ s ⇒ up)

states that signal up is true if at the previous time instant signal s was false and now s is true. This formula
is not written in BTL since there is the imply (⇒) operator, but it can be translated to BTL by using the
presented rewriting rules: �(∂ s ∨ ¬s ∨ up)

The syntax tree of this formula is depicted in Figure 2.

S

S

up

1

Figure 2: Syntax tree of up

A direction can be associated with the arcs connecting a parent to a sub-tree, either from the parent to
the sub-tree if the sub-expression is true or from the sub-tree to the parent if the sub-expression is false. This
association depends on the evaluation time instant, thus for each time instant different arc directions may exist.
For instance, in the up example, the fact that s is known false at time t is represented by an arrow from the s
signal to the delay component. Moreover, since the always operator means that the expression is always true
there is also an arrow from the always component to the gate as depicted in Figure 3. With the association of
true/false with the arc direction, the inference rules reported in the previous section can be represented in a
graphical way, see Figure 4 where the black arrows represent the antecedents of the rules and the white arrows
the consequents.

When returning to the up example, an arrow from the delay to the parent gate can be drawn at the following
time instant by applying rule (D2) to the presented configuration. If at this time instant signal s is true, an
arrow from the ¬s component to its parent gate can be added. At this point, rule (G3) can be applied to draw
an arrow from this gate to the upper one. Since the always component imposes an arrow from it to the upper
gate then rule (G1) can be applied to draw an arrow from the gate to the up signal that can be interpreted
as up being true. This is correct since s is true and it was false at the previous time instant. This deduction
sequence is depicted in Figure 5. The inference rules can be applied also to the case in which up signal is known
false and s signal is known true: the fact that s has to be true at the previous time instant can be derived by
using these rules.
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S

up

1

S

Figure 3: The up example, arrow configuration

6 Temporal inference networks

A temporal inference network is built from the syntax tree of a specification by applying the simplifications
reported in Figure 6 to eliminate the � component. Simplifications (1a) and (1b) are based on the following
properties:

∀t.(A ∧ B)@ t ⇐⇒ (∀t.A@ t) ∧ (∀t.B @ t),
∀t.(∂kA)@ t ⇐⇒ (∀t.A@ (t − k)) ⇐⇒ (∀t.A@ t),

which permit the propagation of � to the lower levels.
Simplification (1c) has been derived by considering the two ↓  inference rules of ∨ operator:

(A ∨ B)@ t,¬A@ t � B @ t

(A ∨ B)@ t,¬B @ t � A@ t

When (A∨B)@ t is true for all t, if sub-expression A is false then B is true. Thus, if there is an arrow from
A to the gate then there is an arrow from the gate to B, and the same property holds in reverse order (from
B to A), as reported in Figure 4. The same behaviour is accomplished by eliminating the � component and
directly connecting sub-tree A to sub-tree B.

Other substitutions to eliminate signal components are reported in Figure 7. Simplification (2a) permits to
substitute two signal nodes of the same type (either asserted or negated occurrences of the same signal) with
only one signal node, with the same behaviour. If the signal (asserted or negated) is false, an arrow is drawn
from the signal node to the joint node, and the application of rule (J1) permits to derive the correct directions
of arrows for the two connections. On the other hand if a signal (asserted or negated) is derived as true from
upper levels, the signal node is derived as true by using rule (J2) or (J3). This substitution rule allows to replace
all the signal nodes of the same type with only one signal node.

Simplification (2b) permits to substitute two complementary signal nodes (one asserted and one negated)
with a arc connecting its parents. In fact, an arrow from the asserted to the negated node can be drawn if the
signal is known true or in the opposite direction if it is known false. Moreover, if the signal is derived as true
then an arrow from the asserted parent to the negated one can be drawn or in the opposite direction if the
signal is derived as false. In this way a signal is represented in the network by an arc labeled both with the
signal name and with an arrow in the middle meaning the direction to be given when the signal is known true.

If for a signal s there are present only asserted or negated nodes then tautology (s∨¬s) has to be added to
the specification to allow the substitution for s. By applying these simplifications the resulting graph has only
the three basic types of nodes (joint, gate and delay), and can be executed by using the defined inference rules.

Since in the temporal inference network of the up example the signal up is present only as asserted, tautology
up ∨ ¬up has to be added to the BTL specification:

�((∂ s ∨ ¬s ∨ up) ∧ (up ∨ ¬up))

In the up left part of Figure 8 the syntax tree of this formula is reported, together with the steps showing the
application of the simplifications (1a, 1c, 2b, 2a, 2b).
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k
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Figure 4: Graphical inference rules

6.1 Sketch of the execution algorithm

A temporal inference network N is formally defined as:

N =< N, k, p, l, r >

where:

• N is the set of nodes;

• k : N → {∧,∨, ∂k} is a function which returns for each node its type;

• p : N → N is a function which returns for each node its parent;

• l : N → N is a function which returns for each node its left son;

• r : N → N is a function which returns for each node its right son;

An arrow from node n1 to node n2 of the network is represented as a couple (n1, n2), but at each time
instant the network can have different arrow directions, thus each arrow has a time instant. The fact that there
is an arrow from node n1 to node n2 at time t is represented by the 3-ple (n1, n2, t) or in a more readable way
(n1, n2)@ t. Such an element is also called an event.

The set T = [0, Tmax ] ⊂ � represents the temporal horizon. The known information of a network is a subset
of D = N × N × T , whereas the inference process can be seen as a sequence of subsets of D, Φ0 ⊂ Φ1 ⊂ . . . ⊂
Φn ⊆ D. The elements of Φk+1/Φk represent the new information which has been deduced from Φk by using
the inference rules or acquired from outside via inputs.

A general schema for the algorithm is:

repeat forever
acquire information from outside;
if there is information to be processed

select an event to be processed;
infer new events from the event selected;
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S
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Figure 5: The up example execution

end if
add new information (inferred or acquired)

to information to be processed;
end repeat

This process can be detailed in the following algorithm, where:

• Ω0 ⊂ D is the set of initial knowledge;

• ω() is a function which for each evaluation returns a subset of D representing information acquired from
outside;

• λ(e@ t, S) ⊂ D is a function which determines the events derivable from e@ t on the basis of knowledge
S ⊂ D;

• variable Φ ⊂ D is the set of available knowledge;

• variable ∆ ⊂ D is the set of acquired information which has not been processed yet;

• variable Ψ is the set of new knowledge found during current iteration.

Φ← Ω0; // initial info
∆← Ω0; // initial info which has to be processed
repeat forever
Ψ← ω() \ Φ; // acquire new info from outside
if ∆ �= ∅ then// if there is something to process...

choose e@ t ∈ ∆ with the minimum t;
Ψ← Ψ ∪ λ(e@ t, Φ \∆) \ Φ;

// determine the new info inferred by e@ t
∆← ∆ \ {e@ t};
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Simplification (1a):

Simplification (1b):

Simplification (1c):

Figure 6: Simplifications to eliminate �

S

S S

SS

Simplification (2a):

Simplification (2b):

S

Figure 7: Simplifications to eliminate signals

// drop e@ t from info to be processed
endif
∆← ∆ ∪Ψ;// add the new info as to be processed
Φ← Φ ∪Ψ; // add the new info to the current knowledge

endrepeat

The function λ((ni, no)@ t,Φ) can be computed by using the temporal inference rules presented in the previous
section.

To obtain an evaluation of the amount of steps needed to produce the whole information for a single time
instant, the inference function λ has to be causal. This means that it infers events in the present or in the
future with respect to event e@ t:

∀e@ t, S, f @ t′. f @ t′ ∈ λ(e@ t, S) ⇒ t ≤ t′

With this assumption, and by assuming that all the events in each sample of ω share the same non-decreasing
time, an amount of steps equal to the amount of network arcs Na is needed in the worst case to drop from ∆
all the events with time τ , where τ is the minimum time of the events in ∆ ∪ ω(). In fact, at each step the
algorithm chooses an event with time not less than τ (neither λ nor ω can introduce in ∆ events with time
previous than τ) and if an arc has been processed for a time instant it will be never reprocessed for the same
time instant. Thus it is possible to deduce that in the worst case all the arcs of the network are processed.
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1. Initial

Figure 8: Simplifications of the up example

By assuming that the time of the events in ω() is not more than the minimum time of the events in ∆, meaning
that all the events referencing previous time instants have already been processed, and by using appropriate
data structures to store Φ and ∆, the asimpthotical complexity for a single inference step (the “repeat” body)
can be evaluated as O(Dmax + card I), where Dmax is the maximum of the absolute value of delays present in
the network and card I is the size of ω(), which is equal to the number of inputs. In this case, the maximum
time needed to infer all the outputs for a single time instant is an:

O((Dmax + card I) Na)

6.2 Real-time execution

The execution algorithm has been developed even for on-line execution, when continous input signals are sampled
and outputs are produced at a given rate. If the specification is strictly causal, meaning that current values of
outputs and internal variables depend only on present and past samples of inputs and internal variables, then at
each discrete time instant the outputs for the next time instant can be deduced by using the inference process
as depicted in Figure 9. However, the time comprised between two consecutive input acquisitions or output
productions may not be enough to deduce the information about outputs.

As showed in the previous section, if the inference function is causal at most Na inference steps are needed
to produce all the inferrable information for time t, where Na is the number of network arcs. The maximum
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Figure 9: Real-time execution

time needed for one step of the algorithm can be evaluated depending on the underlaying hardware and the
inference network structure (Dmax ), so that the maximum time required to produce the outputs for an instant
can be found by multiplying this time duration for the amount of arcs of the inference network. If this time is
less then the time sample then real-time execution can be accomplished:

Ts > Tmax Na

where Ts is the duration of the time sample and Tmax is the maximum time needed to execute an inference
step.

In order to have a more accurate evaluation of the time needed, Tmax can be split in two times, Tinput +Tinfer ,
where Tinput is the time needed to add inputs to set ∆ and Tinfer the one needed to infer information. By
considering that, during execution, for each time sample there is only one step in which new inputs are acquired,
then condition on the time sample becomes:

Ts > Tinput + Tinfer Na

The condition presented do not change the asymphtotical complexity of the algorithm as evaluated in the
previous section, but may be useful when the evaluation of condition Ts > Tmax Na fails.

7 An Example

The selected example is a control system by which a fictitious but dangerously unstable reaction evolves within
a control field under the supervision of a human operator. Therefore, the interacting components are:

• The reactor

• The human operator

• The control system, composed by:

– The field control subsystem, charged to manage field monitoring, feeding and cooling
– The reaction control subsystem, charged to manage reaction monitoring, feeding, ignition and ex-

tinction
– The supervisor subsystem, charged with the operational condition evaluation and the communication

with the operator

A scheme summing up the relationships amongst these components is shown in figure 10. The signals
appearing hereinafter have following meaning:

• Reactor interface:

– sense field: sensors measure the field presence
– feed field: field generators are feeded
– sense overheat: field temperature is above danger level

13



– cool field: field cooling systems are on
– sense reaction: sensors measure the reaction presence
– feed reaction: reagents are let in inside the reactor
– ignite reaction: reaction ignition system is on
– extinguish reaction: emergency extinction system is on

• Human operator interface:

– switch on: operator requests the process activation
– engine halt: process is stopped on the ground of precautionary measure
– alert: situation requests the operator’s attention
– acknowledge: operator realized the situation and process can go on

• Interface amongst subsystems:

– engine on: supervisor subsystem requests process activation
– field on: field is steadily on
– field fault: field does not stabilize although it is feeded
– field nominal: field temperature is steadily within working limits
– field overheat: field temperature steadily exceeds danger level
– reaction off: reaction is steadily off
– reaction fault: reaction does not stabilize although it is feeded
– reaction persistence: reaction keeps on although it is not feeded
– warning: there is a pre-alert condition

feed_field

cool_field

Field
Control
System

sense_field

engine_on

field_on

Reaction
Control
System

feed_reaction

ignite_reaction

sense_reaction

reaction_off

field_fault

Supervisor
System

reaction_fault

REACTOR

warning

engine_on

reaction_persistence

field_overheat

field_nominal

acknowledge

engine_halt

switch_on

extinguish_reaction

sense_overheat

alert

Figure 10: A concise outline of the control system

If, on the one hand, the behaviour of both reactor and operator is not modelled herein, on the other hand
the control system is fully defined by the specification which follows:
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• Field control subsystem:

field on ⇐⇒ sense field @ [−3, 0]
field nominal ⇐⇒ (¬sense overheat)@ [−3, 0]
field overheat ⇐⇒ sense overheat @ [−3, 0]

field fault ⇐⇒ feed field @ [−12,−1] ∧ ¬field on
feed field ⇐⇒ engine on ∨ ¬reaction off
cool field ⇐⇒ since((∂ ¬field overheat ∧ field overheat) ? [−20, 0],¬field nominal)

• Reaction control subsystem:

reaction off ⇐⇒ (¬sense reaction)@ [−2, 0]
reaction on ⇐⇒ sense reaction @ [−2, 0]

reaction fault ⇐⇒ feed reaction @ [−9,−1] ∧ ¬reaction on
reaction persistence ⇐⇒ (¬feed reaction)@ [−9,−1] ∧ ¬reaction off

feed reaction ⇐⇒ engine on ∧ field on ∧ ¬warning
ignite reaction ⇐⇒ feed reaction ∧ since(reaction off ,¬reaction on)

extinguish reaction ⇐⇒ since(¬engine on ∧ reaction persistence,¬reaction off )

• Supervisor subsystem:

engine on ⇐⇒ switch on ∧ (∂ ¬switch on ∨ switch on)@ [−10,−1] ∧ ¬engine halt
engine halt ⇐⇒ since(field fault ∨ reaction fault ∨ general fault , switch on)

warning ⇐⇒ ¬field nominal ∨ reaction persistence ∨ danger ? [−15, 0]
danger ⇐⇒ (field overheat ∧ reaction persistence) ∨ emergency

emergency ⇐⇒ ¬field on ∧ ¬reaction off
alert ⇐⇒ since(∂ ¬danger ∧ danger ,¬acknowledge ∧ switch on)

general fault ⇐⇒ (danger ∧ alert)@ [−35, 0] ∨ emergency

When restricting oneself to the reaction control subsystem analysis, one can notice that the reaction is
considered stable if it is measured as either absent or present for three consecutive instants. From this evaluation,
nine instants are the greatest interval allowed to get a steadily present reaction in a constant feeding condition,
afterwards an unsettled problem is notified to the supervisor system. The reaction is ignited only if it is feeded
and for all the time needed to grant its transition from stable absence condition to stable presence one. On
the other hand, possible further fluctuations which do not bring back to the starting condition do not cause
interventions as to bound control activity. The feeding is granted only provided that the supervisor subsystem
requests the process activation, the field is steadily on and there is no warning condition. The persistence of
residual reaction traces after nine instants of interrupted feeding is considered anomalous and for that reason
it is notified to the supervisor subsystem. If the latter does not request the process prosecution, the emergency
shutdown system is activated and kept on until a stable reaction absence condition is reached.

A graphical representation of the network corresponding to the described specification appears in figure 11,
while an execution example of the overall system is shown in figure 12.

By observing the signals’ histories which appear in the example you can notice that the ignition happened
in a regular way after the reactor activation request, but then an overheating condition occurred, which caused
the reaction feeding shutdown and the cooling systems’ activation. Since the reaction persists even in absence
of feeding, the alert starts ringing and the operator is careful to turn it off by using the suitable signal. In
fact, rather than do anything else, he prefers requesting the reactor shutdown, which happens by activating the
emergency extinction system.
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Figure 11: Network corresponding to the reaction control subsystem

Figure 12: An execution example
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8 Conclusions

This report has described the executable model for TILCO specifications, based on Basic Temporal Logic (BTL)
and Temporal Inference Networks (TIN). TILCO specifications can be executed after having been transformed
in BTL and represented by TIN networks. Each TIN network presents a set of nodes on which the inference
rules are applied to produce the outputs on the basis of inputs, and thus to execute in real-time the specification.
The TIN engine has been implemented in C++ and can be used under both Linux and Windows platforms. It
permits also the integration of complex, time dependent behaviours in Visual C++ applications, where the use
of traditional programming languages turns out to be difficult and very time consuming.

The work proposed in this article has been partially supported by MIUR (Italian Ministery of University
and Research), with QUACK project in which several other universities are involved.
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Integrated Development Environment

for Real-Time Systems:

Temporal Logic and C++

Introduction
Often we have got an idea. In mind the power of abstraction makes the project simple and easy to

understand in details. If someone asks for description, it will be natural defining, rule by rule, every feature or
requirement of this imaginary object. A logic mind does not meet any problem in formally showing what it
want to.

Sadly, during the project realization, some steps do not appear so easy, no more. It is mandatory taking
compromises and being satisfied. In the end, the idea, such a high-level concept, becomes a prototype that
only just can fit some base-requirements, which were skipped during the analysis. Why such a pure idea
cannot find a satisfying realization ever?

About software development, the same problems grow up: the products are acceptable, but not exactly
our aim so far. In some cases, in applications where system-fault are not allowed like real-time system, the
classical approach of development is not enough. It is necessary to safely engage description and realization.

The project, illustrated in this article, is an important result about communication between description
and realization: more closely between temporal logic TILCO-X, useful for describing the behaviour of
systems, and C++ language, needed to execute functions for system manipulation.

This document will take an overview of a real-time controller final product of this new approach. It is
organized in several section: first of all it is necessary to give an idea about how the controller works, then it is
suitable to explain which develop system is provided to set-up every part of the controller. In the end a
simple use case is discussed, form the behaviour specification to the I/O function customisation.

Control model
The real-time controller join two opposite program approaches: operational and denotational.
The operational approach, the most used, allows the programmer to force the sequence of the operations

for the system and to control the time when they are executed. In the denotational way, who programs, can
show to  the machine  the rules that it must respect, without explanation about how it can satisfy those rules.

The control model we show tries to get maximum benefit from both approaches. More precisely, our aim
is to contain every relation rule about system events in a formal language, enjoining all the advantages of a
strict description, and to handle the real-world interaction by operational programming, using powerful
instrument to access to data-structures, drivers and system environment.

Furthermore, this controller contain:
•  a “logic brain”, really flexible about event relation changes;
•  a “real-time heart”, that synchronizes every control action and samples the system at a fixed time-

resolution;
•  several “procedural senses and limbs”, which can easily interface to every device and make the controller

itself universal, that is to say effective with every kind of application.
In Figure 1 is illustrated a intuitive view of the controller structure.

The controller is modular, inside is built by many element of the same kind. These blocks are the
executable form of the behaviour specification written in TILCO-X or parts of it. They are contained in a
real-time structure, where a “sequencer” periodically evaluates the conditions, deduces the action to apply and
executes them. These evaluations and actions are performed by a set of C++ procedures; they are the
interface between logic and procedural environment and make the controller reactive.



The modular structure allows the programmer to reuse several sub-parts of the controller for more
applications, as example the C++ interface used to control a device, or the logic specification of a periodic
events. In this way it is realizable a library of logic and procedural parts.

Figure 1 - Control model

The controller is discrete-time; the step sequence that gives reactive properties is based on three step, as
illustrated in Figure 2.
1. Evaluation - at the sampling instant the input interface carries out the evaluations: user-defined functions

that check condition in the system.
2. Logic deduction - during the sample period the deductive part takes the input result events and, based

on the behaviour description, generates other output events.
3. Action – at the next sampling instant the output bound change the system executing actions related to

the output events: as the input evaluations, they are user-defined to perform the suitable action. The
reactive changes to the system are performed by the controller only after the whole sample period is
elapsed.

The input-output delay is maximized to give enough time to the deduction step, but is kept constant.

Figure 2 - Control sequence



Object Oriented Implementation
Every basic element of the control model becomes a C++ class or a group of them.
The logic engine has been created as TIN (Temporal Inference Network) class, which loads from a file

the behaviour specification (or a part of it) that it must control. For each I/O literal in the specification, this
object keeps a references to an IODev class, which should be linked with an instantiated I/O device.

A generic I/O device is modelled by an Input class object for what is evaluated by the controller or by an
Output object if it is linked to an output literal in the specification.

All the Input and the Output references are collected separately in two arrays called InBox and OutBox,
while TIN object references are stored in a TINBox object.

The Rtexec class contains all these containers to run the basic steps previously described.
1. Accessing from the InBox, it executes the scan method of each Input device: this perform the

evaluation step.
2. From the TINBox array it controls the deduction process ordering to each TIN object to read data from

the Input devices and to start the inference algorithm to determine the output events.
3. When the sample period is elapsed, scrolling the OutBox container, it performs all the reactive actions

that are necessary.
In Figure 3 is illustrated an object diagram of the controller .

Figure 3 - Object Diagram



Process Control
The standard I/O models can be extended to obtain more complex structure, suitable to those realities

which consider evaluation and action.
The process control needs thread and semaphore models, both of these use this new interface concept,

illustrated in Figure 4.

Figure 4 - I/O Model Extension

The idea is to model the thread and the semaphore within an Input device for each state condition that
has to be evaluated and an Output device for every action that has to be performed on it. These included
device are linked to the logic as the standard one.

Therefore the TINThread class is the thread model for the controller and it includes:
•  a StartOutput object– the device that starts the thread,
•  a KillOutput object – which terminates the thread,
•  a RunningInput object – which evaluates if the thread is running,
•  a CommandInput object – which is necessary to trace if the last execution succeeded.

The semaphore model is the TINSemaphore class and it provides:
•  a SignalOutput object– the device that release a thread which was waiting,
•  a WaitingInput object – which knows if a thread is waiting or not for the release signal.

Everyone of this device is inherited from the standard device classes Input and Output.
The class that combine this two entities is TINThreadWithSemaphores and is necessary to handle
synchronization problem with TILCO-X.
From the “logic side” there are function-literals correlated to every action/evaluation of these objects; this
allows to write specifications that are readable and semantically controllable.

The TILCO-X compiler syntax must include new types for the parameters: thread and semaphore.
The function-literals (or parametric literals) that use these new variables are illustrated in Table 1.

Using thread only Using thread and semaphore
start(<thread>)Output kill(<thread>)

signal(<thread>,<semaphore>)

running(<thread>)
Input succeeded(<thread>)

waiting(<thread>,<semaphore>)

Table 1 - Process control function-literals



Architecture
This project is grown-up from a starting point that is TILCO-X; around this important language took

place a bigger project, which includes other tools for the logic manipulation: TOTS.
This is really useful because, dealing with all behaviour aspects inside the logic, it is necessary to confirm

exhaustively that the specification really fit with the problem. Before insert a specification inside a real-time
controller every kind of checking has to be made.

Briefly, TOTS includes:
•  instruments for property proof of the specification, Isabelle and Giselle;
•  a compiler, tilcox2tin, that translate the specification in a Temporal Inference Network, which is a

representation of the same rules but in a more executable format, editable by TinEdit;
•  instruments for simulation tests, made with simple file I/O, suitable for the history checking, which are

tinx, for the execution, and SgnEdit for a user-friendly handle of the signals;
•  a develop system that allows, after a valid specification was written, to include it as controller engine

fixing up the I/O function; this raise TILCO-X to face directly to the real-world.
Every part of TOTS and the steps in building a logical controller are illustrated in Figure 5.

Figure 5 - TOTS

The steps of describing the behaviour and defining the actions and the evaluation of the controller are
separated. By the way, it is important that the specification and the procedures are conceptually joined. In fact
is possible to write a rule like )(]0,5@[ coolerstarthightemp ⇔−  and is intuitive what it rules: if a read
temperature is too high during some time instants a cooler task must start. It would be nice that specifications
was written thinking about what they are designed to control. This make TILCO-X a really useful language to
control real-time systems.



Development system
This new method to define real-time system would not be really advantageous without an usable

development system; a tool which aids the user to build the system completely, starting from the idea.
The attention has to be focused on the description step, this is the most risky part of the development,

where every small bug generates unpredictable behaviours, which are hard to find in a debug section. A part
from the denotational validation of the rules, the link step between rules and interfaces to the external
environment should be strongly aided.

A semantic control is suitable to obtain a good specification linked to the external world correctly; if the
action is written in the associated literal,  as example starting a thread is start(<thread name>), the semantic
control can see if thread name is effectively the name of a system thread. The programmer has to list every
object that plays in the controller, as threads, semaphores, inputs and outputs;  this information allows the
development system to make the semantic control on the rules of the specification.

To create the controller in an executable form the following step has to be considered:
1. list of all the entities of the controller in a declarative file (“.bth” extension), these names could be used

as variable in the behaviour specification;
2. to explain the relationships between events in one or more specification files (“.bth” extension), every

requirements that express a synchronization rule must appear in this section;
3. to compile the specification files with tilcox2tin including the declaration part, this ensure the semantic

control checks the consistency of the rules;
4. to run the code generator tinconf based on the declaration file, it creates C++ source files which

automatically sets up the controller creating and linking the interfaces to the literals in the rule;
5. to customize the source code to perform the right control action, filling some empty procedures as in the

event-driven programming style;
6. to link the C++ source files with the controller kerner, which is a class library created for this aim,

obtaining an executable file, which will load logic files (“.tin” extension) at run-time.
In Figure 6 these steps are reviewed.

Figure 6 - Development system



Control Example
The example we deal with consider same aspects that are basilar real-time possible requirements:

periodicity, time-out, mutual exclusion. The problem requirements schema is illustrated in Figure 7.
The key elements of the behaviour are:

•  Refresh – the thread who refresh the data-structures in memory must run periodically to maintain true
values in the apposite data;

•  Retry – another thread, who accesses to a communication channel, must finish his procedure in a fixed
time interval, if not it must be killed and restarted as soon as possible.

•  Mutex – the application thread, who prints data results on the screen, reads from the same memory area
accessed by the refresh thread, the mutual exclusion between these two activities must be  performed.

Figure 7 - Control example

The refresh specification (Specification 1) express that the start signal to the refresh thread must be
given after a fixed number of sample (25) from the previous start signal if everything went well, that is the
thread started and it terminated with success:

( ) )()()(
]1,24@[)()(

refsucceededrefrunningrefrunningsucc
succrefstartrefstart

∧∧∂¬⇔
∧−−¬⇔

Specification 1 - Refresh

where )(refstart  is the start signal to the refresh thread and succ  evaluates if the previous execution was ok;
the literal )(refrunning  is true when the refresh thread is running and the sub equation in parenthesis is
nothing more than a up expression, that is it evaluates when the signal raise up.

The specification about killing and restarting the connection attempt thread (Specification 2) needs the
since operator. It times the execution of the thread from the instant it starts and send the kill request if it does
not finish in 10 instant and then after it is really terminated send again a start signal:

( )
( )

( )

( ) ( )deathdeathreqreq

reqreq

birthbirthreq

death

birth

waitwaitstartstartattemptstart
killkillattemptkill

attemptrunningwaitwaitkill
attemptrunningattemptkillwait
attemptrunningattemptstartwait

¬∧∂∨∧∂¬⇔

∧∂¬⇔

−¬∧∂⇔
⇔

¬⇔
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],@[)(,since
)(),(since
)(),(since

010

Specification 2 – Retry



where the wait literals are true when the start signal is send but the thread is not running yet; the reqstart  is an
external input that activates the connection attempt, reqkill  instead is generated automatically and on its raise
step is send the kill signal. It has to be notice that every request signal should be sent on a instantaneous
literal to ensure that this signal was not sent several times without answer.

The mutual exclusion protocol is performed using two semaphores, but controlled by the specification.
These semaphore can tell the controller if a thread is waiting on them and the release signal can be sent only
by the behaviour specification.

The interested specification (Specification 3) must trace which thread is trying to access to the critical
section and send the release signal to allow the thread in. They are needed two semaphores because we have
to know when a thread is going out form the section.

( )

( )

( )
( )

( )
( )),(),,(since)(

),(),,(since)(
),(),(),,(since),(
),(),(),,(since),(

),()(
),(),(),,(since),(

)(
),(),(),,(since),(

exitappsignalenterappsignalappinside
exitrefsignalenterrefsignalrefinside

exitappwaitingexitappwaitingexitappsignalexitappsignal
exitrefwaitingexitrefwaitingexitrefsignalexitrefsignal

enterrefwaitingrefinside
enterappwaitingenterappwaitingenterappsignalenterappsignal

appinside
enterrefwaitingenterrefwaitingenterrefsignalenterrefsignal

¬⇔
¬⇔

∧∂¬⇔
∧∂¬⇔

¬∧¬∧
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¬∧
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Specification 3 – Mutex

where the literals with two parameters are related to the semaphore. The literals )(refinside  and
)(appinside  are parametric but they are determined by the rules and they are true when the related process is

working in the critical section. The sub expressions ( )Ksince¬  were included to avoid sending multiple
signal when the thread do not restart immediately.

These parts of the behaviour specification are written in three different files: refresh.btl,
retry.btl, mutex.btl. The variables included must be listed in the declaration file test1.bth, the
following elements are considered:
•  thread ref – the refresh thread which is responsible of the data-structures refresh;
•  semaphore enter, exit – the semaphore used in the mutual exclusion for the thread which request to

enter or exit;
•  thread app – the application thread, which is concurrent with the refresh thread;
•  input start_req – the start signal for the communication attempt;
•  logic refresh(50) – the logic that is responsible about the periodicity of refresh thread;
•  logic mutex(10) – the logic that handle the exclusive access to the critical section;
•  logic retry(20) – the logic that control the time-out condition of the communication attempt.

This declaration must be included in the specification file, in this way all the variables included in the rules
are really connected with external devices. This file consider the information about which logic file has to be
loaded too; surely this information must be skipped by the compiler and for this it is located inside pre-
processor instructions.

Another file must be included to complete the definition of the parametric literals used in the rules; in
thrsem.bth are defined the new types, thread and semaphore, there are specified the literal prototypes
that use thread or semaphore variables.

The specification files must be compiled with tilcox2tin, which checks if all the variables used in the rule
were previously declared; and they produce three logic file for the real-time execution: refresh.tin,
retry.tin, mutex.tin.

The declarations must be processed by tinconf, this program creates four C++ files:
•  test1.h – base header;
•  test1.cpp – source file that create and link the I/O objects to the logic;



•  test1_custom.h – custom header, where is possible to modify the definition of the base classes
dedicated to the I/O interface;

•  test1_custom.cpp – custom source file, where has to be inserted the evaluation or action
procedures, filling  empty methods of the I/O classes.
The method toRun must contain the run code of the thread, inside it is possible to insert the waiting

commands for the semaphores; for example, the resource usage simulation of the refresh thread is illustrated
in Code 1 as the customisation of the method eval of an Input device.

Code 1 - Customisation

After this editing step, the controller is ready to be formed by linking all the code files with the library.
In Figures 8, 9 are illustrated some snapshots from the controller run-time execution.

io_val Input_start_req::eval()
{
//key press Input

if(kbhit())
if(getch()=='1')
return(IO_TRUE);
//values read from the logic
return(IO_FALSE);
}

bool Thread_ref::toRun()
{
//Something to refresh
unsigned long to_wait;

printf("%ld\n",getTickCount());
printf("Waiting for IN\n");

//access request to the critical section
waitOnSem(enter);

//granted...
printf("Let's go!!!\n");

//resource usage simulation
to_wait=(unsigned long)(rand()/100);
printf("Refreshing this... %ld\n",to_wait);
sleep(to_wait);

//resource usage simulation
to_wait=(unsigned long)(rand()/100);
printf("Refreshing that... %ld\n",to_wait);
sleep(to_wait);

printf("Waiting for OUT\n");
//notifying exit from the critical section
waitOnSem(exit);
printf("Bye bye!!!\n\n");

//succeeded flag
return(true);
}



Figure 8 - Periodicity

Figure 9 - Mutual exclusion

The aim of this project is to ensure a rigorous approach to the process control task especially for the
synchronization objectives; taking confidence with TILCO-X as formal language, should be much easier to
develop real-time controller. All the relationships between events are described (not implemented) in the
specification. It is possible to proof that what is written in rules satisfies all the safeness requirements; this
reduces a lot the reliability problem in developing real-time system.
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IDE for real-time system: Temporal logic and C++

A Controller for crossroad signals: Traffic-Light Simulator

Introduction

The aim of this technical report is to describe the whole experience that has been collected during our first attempt in
developing a "real" system with a new IDE, which integrates declarative and imperative programming. The IDE allows
building a C++ project; in this project a new kind of source can be integrated: TILCO temporal logic files can be added
and compiled into the project and they take care of time relationship between events.
This report explains each step of this development process and finally it analyzes how complete is the IDE and which
procedures should be more quick and intuitive.

Crossroad traffic environment
The crossroad traffic devices considered in this simulation are shown in Figure 1:
•  2 roads
•  4 traffic-lights (2 direction x 2 roads)
•  1 disable switch
•  2 emergency requests (one for each road)
•  4 traffic panel (as the traffic-lights)

Figure 1: Crossroad signals
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Specification of a traffic-light crossroad behavior
To specify the behavior of crossroad signals is not so natural as it likes. A crossroad traffic light system is typically
realized with a simple state-machine. The state sequence of the car flow in the crossroad is the base of the traffic
behavior. Some additional features have been added to make this workbench complex enough to measure meaningful
evaluations on development system properties.

Informal description of a crossroad traffic light system
1 The car flow alternates between the two roads and the nominal cycle of a traffic light follow the sequence

•  green
•  yellow
•  red
•  red-yellow

2 If  the system is disabled the lights start to blink on the yellow color
3 If a emergency condition is assumed on road A, the light sequence run as soon as possible on green color to road A,

while respecting safety conditions
4 The traffic panel must show commercial spot in a road only when the car flow is stopped in the same road,

otherwise it communicates information about traffic situation nearby the crossroad.

1st Step: Create a state sequence
First of all, during normal mode, the traffic environment follows a state sequence. In the analysis various traffic
scenarios have been recognized and symbolic names, based on the car flow (go, warning, alert, stop), are assigned to the
corresponding states. A complete cycle of traffic signals executes this sequence alternatively between two roads.
In the specification the state order and time constants for each state should be expressed. These parameters should be
clearly visible in the rules and they should not appear more than once in the specification, some rule examples are
illustrated in Specification 1 and Specification 2.

2nd Step: Interface state with boolean light signals
Traffic lights do not accept states like “goA” (free way for cars in road A) as control signal, but, considering every state,
it is possible to determine the traffic light configuration for each road like “green” or “red-yellow”.
After mapping light configurations to flow states it is necessary to map these configurations to boolean signals for each
single light element in the traffic light, so as to determine which lights are “on” or “off”. For example, in the red-yellow
configuration red light and yellow light are on instead of green that is turned off.
Some rules of the two phases state-mapping are illustrated in Specification 3 and Specification 4 and the normal
sequence of the lights is shown in Figure 2.

Specification 1: state order

Specification 2: state time constants
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3rd Step: Exceptional conditions
The development of a real-time system, which simply performs nominal sequence of the traffic signals, is a trivial
result, but the safe handling of exceptional conditions, by just extending the behavior specification, is much more
interesting.
In this step some exit departures from normal sequence are considered; for example the disable request should be
satisfied only when both car flows are stopped: it is possible to switch on disable mode at the end of a “stop” state.
After an emergency request the aim is to make the wait period of a vehicle on the road interested by the request as short
as possible, while granting all the safety conditions like a minimum time for the “go” state in the other road (as is
written in Specification 5).

Specification 3: car flow to traffic light configuration

Specification 4: traffic light configuration to light boolean signal

Figure 2: States to output signals mapping

Specification 5: emergency request satisfaction
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4th Step: Thread panel control
Display panels have been included into this system exclusively to explain how easy is to perform thread control with
this IDE. Panels show something active, which moves or scrolls. If the implementation of scrolling is demanded to a
dedicated thread; the start and the kill signal has to be sent to such thread depending on the car flow, taking in account
the informal specification. For instance, a kill request is sent to the thread that runs commercial spots when the car flow
restarts on the road; this behavior is illustrated in Specification 6.

Complete Specification
The whole set of rules is presented in Source 1 and Source 2.
Beside some TILCO symbols conversion to stardard ASCII codes, like ∧  to &, some more explanations about to write
a specification file are needed:

 header files – The specification starts with some preprocessor instructions with the aim to include some libraries,
which contain definitions and rule macros. The signal.bth header contains operators “up” and “down”
definitions; the thrsem.bth file is richer and includes all the instruments needed to handle thread and semaphore
functions. The last include statement is expected by the development system and declare the I/O signals that
interface C++ environment.

 time constants – This section improves the readability of the rules about the state sequence by defining a set of
mnemonic constants, which represent states duration and make easier modifying the sequence timing.

 state sequence and triggers – the switch literal is introduced to drive the system in the disable mode, if it has been
requested, after a stop state. The disable_control is a gate for the disable_request signal: while emergency
situations are active it is ignored, otherwise it causes the disable state entering; when such state is exited the system
restarts the sequence from a stop state.

 thread management – the specification source for thread control is slightly different from what has been presented
above: safe_start and safe_kill functions have been defined in the thread control library (thrsem.bth), so to
allow keeping true a thread activation signal until the activation occurs while granting that the actual activation
request (start or kill function) is bounded within a single time instant.

 simulation – the specified system simulation can be accomplished by giving a description of the thread behavior.
The simulated_thread rule fits for this purpose by expressing reasonable hypotheses about the running state history
depending on start and kill functions. With this addiction the specification becomes testable in off-line mode.

Some validations of the specified behavior
The specification is the most important source of this project; it rules every time relationship in the real-time system.
This aspect has migrated in this new type of source code because using an operational style is quite hard to ensure a
correct solution or to debug it when it does not work. Two steps of validation are presented below.

Properties Proof: State sequence
This case study is a typical state machine example, its behavior is based on a set of rules that specify a state sequence.
Since such a general problem has been faced, an open solution, like a template, could be presented for state-sequence-
like behavior.
The interested rule set should be formally validated. The property about activation of one and just one of the states in
the sequence in this example has been mathematically prooved for each time instant. Such property is presented in
Specification 7; the state sequence template considered for this proof does not use any input signal; its evolution
depend only by initial state. For this reason it has been proved if the condition is respected at time t is the same for t+1
instant.

Specification 6: thread activation and deactivation

( ) ∧¬⇔ disabledinfostart A

( )⇔Acommercekill

( )( ) ( )( )AA infokillcommercekill ,downsince

( )( )AB commercerunningdisabledupalertup ,__since ∨

“a kill request to the thread, which is responsible of
showing commercial spots on road A, is sent since the

Balert  or disable  activation signal are true until it
is satisfied”
“a start request is issued to the other thread, which
shows traffic information, if disable mode is off and
since the previous kill request has succeeded until this
thread receives a stop request”
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History checking: Response to input signals
This validation step is more "practical", history checking produces output signal histories from input ones, which are
given. This simulation of the real-time behavior is made off-line and in this case an "ad hoc" tool , like SgnEdit, is used.
As it has been said above, the behavior is not completely defined, because it depend on input signals like running
functions that watch thread reaction to the start or kill request. The specification has been completed for history
checking test adding simulated_thread rules (macros defined in thrsem.bth).
The aim of this testing is to confirm the expected response which is driven from input signals like disable or emergency
requests. The histories of this signal are coded in simple input files, which are processed by the executable tinx. This
application taking into account the compiled specification produces the respective output histories. The visualization
tool (a snapshot is illustrated in Figure 3) allows to modify and easily watch the I/O behaviour

Specification 7: state sequence property proof

Figure 3: History checking snapshot (disable request satisfaction)
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“property is valid for each time instant.”
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Source 1: traffic.btl – part 1

// Headers

#include "signal.bth"
#include "thrsem.bth"

#ifndef SIMULATION
#include "../src/traffic_light.bth"
#endif

// Constants

#define GO_TIME_1 16
#define GO_TIME_2 11
#define EMERGENCY_GO_TIME 5
#define WARNING_TIME 4
#define ALERT_TIME 3
#define STOP_TIME 2
#define BLINK_TIME 3
#define BLINK_RATE 6

// State sequence

aux go_1, alert_1, warning_1, stop_1, up_go_1, up_warning_1, up_alert_1, up_stop_1, switch_1,
go_2, alert_2, warning_2, stop_2, up_go_2, up_warning_2, up_alert_2, up_stop_2, switch_2;

init ~go_1 @ 0, ~warning_1 @ 0, ~alert_1 @ 0, stop_1 @ 0,
~go_2 @ 0, ~warning_2 @ 0, ~alert_2 @ 0, ~stop_2 @ 0, switch_1 @ 1;

go_1 == since(up_go_1, ~up_warning_1);
warning_1 == since(up_warning_1, ~up_alert_1);
alert_1 == since(up_alert_1, ~up_stop_1);
stop_1 == since(up_stop_1, ~switch_1);

go_2 == since(up_go_2, ~up_warning_2);
warning_2 == since(up_warning_2, ~up_alert_2);
alert_2 == since(up_alert_2, ~up_stop_2);
stop_2 == since(up_stop_2, ~switch_2);

// State triggers

#ifdef SIMULATION
input emergency_request_1, emergency_request_2, disable_request;
#endif

aux disable_control, disabled, up_disabled, down_disabled;

init ~disabled @ 0;

disabled == since(up_disabled, disable_control);
up_disabled == (switch_1 | switch_2) & disable_control;
down_disabled == down(disabled);
disable_control == disable_request & ~emergency_request_1 & ~emergency_request_2;

up_go_1 == switch_2 & ~disable_control;
up_warning_1 == (go_1 @ [-GO_TIME_1, 0) & ~emergency_request_1) |

(go_1 @ [-EMERGENCY_GO_TIME, 0) & ~emergency_request_1 & emergency_request_2);
up_alert_1 == warning_1 @ [-WARNING_TIME, 0);
up_stop_1 == alert_1 @ [-ALERT_TIME, 0) | (down_disabled & emergency_request_2);
switch_1 == stop_1 @ [-STOP_TIME, 0);

up_go_2 == switch_1 & ~disable_control;
up_warning_2 == (go_2 @ [-GO_TIME_2, 0) & ~emergency_request_2) |

(go_2 @ [-EMERGENCY_GO_TIME, 0) & emergency_request_1);
up_alert_2 == warning_2 @ [-WARNING_TIME, 0);
up_stop_2 == alert_2 @ [-ALERT_TIME, 0) | (down_disabled & ~emergency_request_2);
switch_2 == stop_2 @ [-STOP_TIME, 0);
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Source 2: traffic.btl – part 2

// Disabled state behaviour

aux yellow_blink, blink_tick;

blink_tick == (disabled & ~blink_tick @ [-BLINK_RATE, 0)) | up_disabled;
yellow_blink == disabled & (blink_tick ? (-BLINK_TIME, 0]);

// Crossroad to semaphore state map

aux green_1, yellow_1, red_1, red_yellow_1,
green_2, yellow_2, red_2, red_yellow_2;

green_1 == go_1;
yellow_1 == warning_1 | alert_1;
red_1 == stop_1 | go_2 | warning_2;
red_yellow_1 == alert_2 | stop_2;

green_2 == go_2;
yellow_2 == warning_2 | alert_2;
red_2 == stop_2 | go_1 | warning_1;
red_yellow_2 == alert_1 | stop_1;

// Light signals generation

#ifdef SIMULATION
output red_signal_1, yellow_signal_1, green_signal_1,

red_signal_2, yellow_signal_2, green_signal_2;
#endif

green_signal_1 == green_1;
yellow_signal_1 == yellow_1 | red_yellow_1 | yellow_blink;
red_signal_1 == red_1 | red_yellow_1;

green_signal_2 == green_2;
yellow_signal_2 == yellow_2 | red_yellow_2 | yellow_blink;
red_signal_2 == red_2 | red_yellow_2;

// Thread management

#ifdef SIMULATION
thread info_1, info_2, commerce_1, commerce_2;
#endif

safe_thread(info_1);
safe_thread(info_2);
safe_thread(commerce_1);
safe_thread(commerce_2);

#ifdef SIMULATION
simulated_thread(info_1, 2);
simulated_thread(info_2, 2);
simulated_thread(commerce_1,2);
simulated_thread(commerce_2, 2);
#endif

init ~safe_start(info_1) @ 0, ~safe_kill(info_1) @ 0,
~safe_start(commerce_1) @ 0, ~safe_kill(commerce_1) @ 0;

init ~safe_start(info_2) @ 0, ~safe_kill(info_2) @ 0,
~safe_start(commerce_2) @ 0, ~safe_kill(commerce_2) @ 0;

safe_kill(info_1) == since(up_stop_1 | up_disabled, running(info_1));
safe_kill(info_2) == since(up_stop_2 | up_disabled, running(info_2));
safe_kill(commerce_1) == since(up_alert_2 | up_disabled, running(commerce_1));
safe_kill(commerce_2) == since(up_alert_1 | up_disabled, running(commerce_2));

safe_start(commerce_1) == ~disabled & since(down(safe_kill(info_1)), ~safe_kill(commerce_1));
safe_start(commerce_2) == ~disabled & since(down(safe_kill(info_2)), ~safe_kill(commerce_2));
safe_start(info_1) == ~disabled & since(down(safe_kill(commerce_1)), ~safe_kill(info_1));
safe_start(info_2) == ~disabled & since(down(safe_kill(commerce_2)), ~safe_kill(info_2));
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Controller development
A real-time controller for the traffic light signals has to drive directly all I/O terminals of  the connected system.
With this new IDE, as soon as the specification is written and compiled, the I/O devices, which are needed to interface
the traffic signals with the controller, remain to be declared. After the I/O elements list has been created, the automatic
configurator of the IDE generates code for device linking with the inference kernel. The controller is completed by
editing the code of the I/O classes just created to embed the I/O devices, controlled by the specification, into the real
system.
The development steps are summarized in Figure 3.

Figure 4: sources-to-executable development steps
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1st Step: List the I/O devices
The I/O terminals in this case study are responsible of controlling light switches and the active text panels.
The exhaustive list is presented in Table 1; it is the starting point of the development system and influences, taking into
account types of declaration, the automatic configuration code written in C++ source, where class names and instances
are defined.

Disable_requestInput Emergency_request_1 emergency_request_2
green_signal_1 green_signal_2
yellow_signal_1 yellow_signal_2Output

red_signal_1 red_signal_2
info_1 info_2Thread commerce_1 commerce_2

Road 1 Road 2

Table 1: I/O devices for the traffic signals controller

2nd Step: Customize the devices C++ code
The executable produces C++ files, source and headers, which are composed by:
1. declarations of the I/O classes;
2. link instructions between devices and inference kernel;
3. empty methods which have to be edited for customizing the devices interface;

Each kind of device has a empty method that has to be filled to make the controller, based on logic inference, to
perform I/O communication with the real system:
•  for an Input device the method io_val eval() perform the evaluations needed to signal a true, false or none

event to the controller;
•  an Output device, drives the system through a void action(bool val)method;
•  if a Thread is used to create a system thread which is totally under controller directives, the bool toRun()

procedure performs the operations when this is running.
The automatic generation of code creates a different class for each I/O element of traffic system, but is possible to group
I/O element that perform the same action, but on a different component of the system.
In this case, three categories of  I/O have been created:
•  LightOutput,
•  ReqInput,
•  PanelThread.
This feature of  the IDE avoid code duplication, by using middle-level classes, which are created to interface between
Input, Output or TINThreadWithSemaphores (basic class for I/O elements) and final class like Input_disable-request,
Output_green_signal_1 , Thread_info_1, which are responsible of singular characteristics of the single I/O elements.
In this situation just one method for each kind of  I/O class is specified. The category classes provides to contain the
references to the element which they operates on, as example a LightOutput contains two Light class pointer that links
the device with two “real” lights of the traffic system.

3rd Step: Integrate devices into application C++ code
The devices are instantiated by the automatic configuration code, but before running the logic-based controller it is
needed to make them get the right entry point into the real system. Such “glue” code is a delicate part of the project,
should be short and easily understandable. For example the object Output_green_signal_1 green_signal_1 has to set his
Light class pointers to the two Light instances (the “green” ones) owned by the traffic lights on road 1 (two opposite
verses). Therefore two class derived from PanelThread, like Thread_info_2 info_2 and Thread_commerce_2
commerce_2, refer to the same two panels on road 2.

Development Sources Overview
All the resources needed to built this real-time system are presented in Source 3, Source 4, Source 5, Source 6.

traffic_con.bth
The I/O list is the starting point of this development process and it is presented in Source 3. This list is the warranty of
consistence in the project, it ensures what is specified in the left side of the flow diagram shown in Figure 4 does found
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the respective element on the other side; as example the the disable_request input presented in the specification
(traffic.btl) must corresponds to an input device instantiated and automaticly linked by the C++ code generated
in traffic_con.cpp.
Additional information are provided in the declarative source of the I/O items, such as the inference network file
(traffic.tin), which is loaded at run-time from the controller and it has been created by the tilcox2tin compiler
directly form the specification file. This compiler must not process this information, which are useful for the code
generating step; in fact they are written inside pre-processor structure: in this way these lines are skipped by the
tilcox2tin compiler and considered by the tinconf code generator.

Figure 5: Class Diagram for the devices customization (with module separation)
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traffic_con_custom .h/.cpp
In Source 4 and Source 5 some C++ code is presented; Some classes, which model I/O items, are defined and
implemented.
This code is the result of automatic generation of the classes and editig for customization; for this applications has been
edited both interface and implementation. Some methods, needed to link the instance to the application, have been
defined in the interface of each class, like void linkLight1(Light *link) for LightOutput class. Anyway the
implementation is responsible of the real “customization”of each I/O item: the void action(bool val) method for the
LightOutput class rules which operations follow a true or false value of specification literal like green_signal_1 or
yellow_signal_2. It is intuitive that in bool toRun() method of PanelThread class are the instruction executed after the
beahvior determines a thread start.

traffic_sim.cpp
The last interesting code section is presented in Source 6, which is part of the final application. In this source the I/O
items are connected with the request, light or panel instances of the application to actively change the state of the traffic
signals. An object diagram is drawn in Figure 6 to explain how this link allows a direct control of the traffic by
evaluating events in the inference engine.
This IDE do not allow to manipulate class instances which are automatically generated as global without previously
declaring as external in the source file, this declaration get away from accidental erroneous manipulation.

Executable creation in a common development system
In the IDE it is possible to build the executable file and his resource at the same time. Using simple pre-build step it is
possible to compile the specification file (if it is changed) to obtain a TIN file and an initialization file; the first file
describe the inference net and it is loaded from the controller at run-time together with the other event list that is
processed by the controller before the system starts.
In the same manner a declaration change is recognized by the IDE; it generates again the C++ sources, but only the files
that are not editable to protect those important modifications.
In the build step the source file are compiled and linked whit the kernel library to create an executable that perform a
real-time system where all the time constant and event relations are formally specified.

Source 2: traffic_con.bth (list of I/O items)

input disable_request;

input emergency_request_1,
emergency_request_2;

output green_signal_1,
yellow_signal_1,
red_signal_1;

output green_signal_2,
yellow_signal_2,
red_signal_2;

thread info_1,
info_2;

thread commerce_1,
commerce_2;

#ifndef __LOGIC

logic traffic(50);

#endif
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Source 3: traffic_con_custom.h (I/O items interface)

//Custom output class to control 2 light (of the same color)
class LightOutput : public Output
{
private:

Light *light1;
Light *light2;

public:
LightOutput(const char *name) : Output(name) { light1=light2=NULL;}
void action(bool val);
void linkLight1(Light *link) { light1=link; }
void linkLight2(Light *link) { light2=link; }

};

class Output_green_signal_1 : public LightOutput
{
public:

Output_green_signal_1() : LightOutput("green_signal_1") {}
};

class Output_yellow_signal_1 : public LightOutput
{
public:

Output_yellow_signal_1() : LightOutput("yellow_signal_1") {}
};

… < missing part > …

//Custom thread class to control 2 traffic panel
class PanelThread : public TINThreadWithSemaphores
{
private:

TrafficPanel *panel1;
TrafficPanel *panel2;
char scrolltext[100];
char scrolled[200];

bool toRun();
public:

PanelThread(const char *name) :
TINThreadWithSemaphores(name,MAX_SEMS,SAMPLE_TIME) {}

void linkPanel1(TrafficPanel *link) { panel1=link; }
void linkPanel2(TrafficPanel *link) { panel2=link; }
void setScrollText(const char *text);

};

class Thread_info_1 : public PanelThread
{
public:

Thread_info_1() : PanelThread("info_1")
{ setScrollText("traffic info, jam, crushes... "); }

};

class Thread_commerce_1 : public PanelThread
{
public:

Thread_commerce_1() : PanelThread("commerce_1")
{ setScrollText("commercial spot, buy that, buy everything... "); }

};
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Figure 6: Object diagram of inference-system links

Source 4: traffic_con_custom.cpp (I/O items implementation)
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Source 5: traffic_sim.cpp (application code)

// Getting global IO device declared
// in the automatic generated code by TINCONF

// GETTING INPUT
extern Input_disable_request disable_request;
extern Input_emergency_request_1 emergency_request_1;
extern Input_emergency_request_2 emergency_request_2;

// GETTING OUTPUT
extern Output_green_signal_1 green_signal_1;
extern Output_green_signal_2 green_signal_2;
extern Output_yellow_signal_1 yellow_signal_1;

… < missing part > …

// GETTING THREAD
extern Thread_info_1 info_1;
extern Thread_info_2 info_2;
extern Thread_commerce_1 commerce_1;
extern Thread_commerce_2 commerce_2;

… < missing part > …

BOOL InitInstance(HINSTANCE hInstance, int nCmdShow)
{

… < missing part > …

//Calling config() function
//...this provides to link all the IO instances to the logic kernel
config();

//Linking the real environment to the I/O items

// INPUT LINKING
disable_request.linkReq(&disableReq);
emergency_request_1.linkReq(&emergency1Req);
emergency_request_2.linkReq(&emergency2Req);

// OUTPUT LINKING
green_signal_1.linkLight1(Road1F.linkGreen());
green_signal_1.linkLight2(Road1B.linkGreen());

green_signal_2.linkLight1(Road2F.linkGreen());
green_signal_2.linkLight2(Road2B.linkGreen());

yellow_signal_1.linkLight1(Road1F.linkYellow());
yellow_signal_1.linkLight2(Road1B.linkYellow());

… < missing part > …

// THREAD LINKING
info_1.linkPanel1(&Panel1F);
info_1.linkPanel2(&Panel1B);

commerce_1.linkPanel1(&Panel1F);
commerce_1.linkPanel2(&Panel1B);
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€ÿÿ?ÙÚ%OÙÚ=ð(ó8Ÿ¨+TILCO Sviluppo di sistemi in tempo-reale¡@,B0#(0ª%Ÿª
óG+Ÿ¨SommarioŸ¨‡Logica Temporale TILCO
TILCO-X e C-TILCO
Eseguibilità di TILCO
Controllo di sistemi in tempo-reale
Caso di studio (incrocio semaforico)¡ˆ‡ó9Ÿ¨Logica temporale TILCO¡Ÿ ðTILCO è un linguaggio logico che estende la logica del primo ordine per esprimere 
le relazioni tra eventi nel dominio del tempo
I vincoli temporali possono essere espressi sia in modo quantitativo che qualitativo; è semplice definire relazioni d ordine  tra eventi, ritardi e  time-out 
Per gli operatori il tempo è implicito cioè coincide con l istante di valutazione attuale¡,yZ<  4ó:Ÿ¨Esempio di specifica TILCO¡Ÿ¨*Sistema di allarme con 
auto-disattivazione¡+Z+ª,                                     óE&Ÿ¨TILCO-X¡Ÿ Per la specifica dei sistemi in tempo-reale sono molto importanti la concisione, la 
leggibilità e la comprensibilità della logica temporale usata
Tali caratteristiche dipendono dall espressività della logica dal  numero degli operatori, dalla struttura delle formule& ¡ZóL,Ÿ¨C-TILCO¡Ÿ¨ËDecomposizione 
del sistema in un insieme di processi comunicanti.
Porte di comunicazione sincrone.
Gerarchia di processi.
Specifica dei processi in TILCOusando operatori specifici per la comunicazione.¡ÌËó<Ÿ¨TILCO eseguibileóM-Ÿ¨Elementi della rete TINóN.Ÿ¨Reti di 
inferenza temporale¡Ÿ¨Regole di inferenzaóO/Ÿ¨Semplificazioni della rete¡Ÿ¨!Eliminazione dei letterali di I/OóP0Ÿ¨Esempio di Inferenzaó@ Ÿ¨Algoritmo 
di inferenzaŸ \Procedura di chiusura progressiva:
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Gli ingressi sono trattati come se fossero prodotti dal processo di inferenza
Le regole di inferenza sono applicate solamente ai nuovi eventi (ciò che è stato processato interessa i passi successivi solo se interagente con nuovi eventi)
I nuovi eventi vengono smaltiti a partire da quello che si riferisce all istante di tempo più antico
Complessità del processo di inferenza proporzionale a parametri statici della rete
dimensione della rete (numero dei nodi o degli archi)
massimo valore all interno dei blocchi  ritardo ¡h#ZRZSZgZ!RSgóAŸ 8TOTS   strumenti di sviluppo¡($óŸ¨Modello di controllo 1¡Ÿ¨\Caratteristiche del  
controllore
Cervello logico
Cuore tempo-reale
Sensi ed arti procedurali¡(!<!<ó        Ÿ¨Modello di controllo 2¡Ÿ ØValutazione: Apposite procedure nell interfaccia di ingresso campionano lo  stato del 
sistema da controllare
Deduzione: A partire dagli eventi che si sono verificati si determinano, in             base alla specifica del comportamento, quali sono quelli conseguenti
Azione: Le azioni conseguenti vengono eseguite dall interfaccia di uscita al    nuovo istante di campionamento¡HmZ
`ˆeó
Ÿ¨Sistema di sviluppo¡Ÿ¨ªDichiarazione entità
Scrittura specifiche
Compilazione
Generazione del codice di  configurazione automatica e edit delle procedure
Link delle sorgenti C++ con la libreria¡Z«ZR(ªm9ó-Ÿ¨Controllo dei processiŸ¨¨Estensione dei modelli di I/O per rappresentare entità il cui stato può essere 
letto da dispositivi di ingresso e modificato da azioni in uscita dalla rete di inferenza¡ ©¨óH)Ÿ¨Caso di studio (descrizione)¡$
$Ÿ¨ìSequenza delle luci per il flusso alternato dei veicoli
Interruttore manuale di disabilitazione (lampeggiamento)
Accettazione di richiesta di cambio di flusso stradale da parte di veicoli di emergenza
Controllo di pannelli informativi per pubblicità e viabilità integrato al flusso stradale in condizioni di sicurezza
Consente la visualizzazione di spot pubblicitari solo dove i veicoli sono fermi in attesa di ripartire
Mostra indicazioni utili alla viabilità in caso di veicoli in movimento¡.>Z¯Z>¯ª4               H                               z                                                               !                                
                                <                                                       óI(Ÿ¨Caso di studio (specifica)         1¡6$Ÿ¨Sequenza nominale degli stati¡Zª          óW1Ÿ¨Caso di 
studio (specifica)         2¡6$Ÿª
óJ'Ÿ¨Caso di studio (sviluppo)¡$
$Ÿ¨¯Dichiarazione per la generazione automatica del codice
        1 richiesta disabilitazione
        2 richieste di emergenza
        6 lanterne semaforiche
        4 processi per il controllo dei pannelli¡n7Z7¶ßZB¶àÿþZ
(yª°
                                                                                                                                                óK*Ÿ¨Caso di studio (esecuzione)¡$$Ÿª
ó'Ÿ¨ConclusioniŸ bL ambiente di sviluppo integrato per sistemi in tempo-reale mantiene separati i due contesti di programmazione, ma assicura un legame 
consistente tra le due diverse realtà
La logica temporale TILCO risulta efficace per scrivere vincoli temporali di precedenza e time-out, ma può essere ulteriormente arricchita con librerie di 
costrutti predefiniti (macro) per modellare situazioni utili al contesto di sviluppo come periodicità e mutua esclusione
L ambiente di sviluppo appare ancora poco amichevole, perciò stiamo creando un nuovo strumento che aiuti visualmente il programmatore in tutti i passi 
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dello sviluppo, ad esempio una visione di insieme dei processi in gioco o delle specifiche¡"²Z±/ð8ó_ó`êøãï       `ð ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ™ÿÿÿ–––`ð ÿÿÿ€€€Ì™33ÌÌÌÿ²²²`ð 
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Tools for TILCO Specification
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Tools for TILCO Specification
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Conclusioni
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Un editor visuale per la specifica in TILCO di sistemi di tempo reale

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld001.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:09]
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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TOTS
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BTL (Basic Temporal Logic)
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Rete di inferenza temporale

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld006.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:15]
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Semplificazione della rete

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld007.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:16]
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Sottodiagrammi
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Esempio(1)
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Esempio(2)
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld011.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:21]
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Sottodiagrammi(2)

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld014.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:25]
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld015.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:26]
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld016.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:28]
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Esempio

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld017.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:29]
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Operatori più complessi

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/sld018.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:30]
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Sottodiagrammi(1)
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Diagramma delle classi(1)
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Conclusioni
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Esecuzione di specifiche in logica temporale ad intervalli per sistemi di tempo reale

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld001.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:38]

Esecuzione di specifiche in logica temporale ad intervalli per sistemi di
tempo reale
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld002.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:39]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Sistemi di tempo reale:

Specifica

Contesto

Progettazione di un sistema di tempo reale:

Validazione

Approccio operativo: logica temporale

Nelle logiche temporali la verità di una formula dipende dal tempo.

Descrivono le relazioni tra il sistema e l’ambiente mediante un insieme di assiomi.

i vincoli temporali intervengono direttamente nella definizione del comportamento del sistema.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
TOTS (TOol for Tilco Specification)

E` un sistema integrato che consente di:

Creare una specifica in modo testo o grafico (Sgnedit o TinEdit)

Effettuare prove di proprietà tramite dimostrazione formale delle proprietà (Isabelle)

Eseguire la specifica (TILCO2TIN e TINX)
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
TILCO (Temporal Interval Logic with Compositional Operators)

(Mattolini, Nesi 1996)

until(A,B): B è vera finché non si verifica A

since(A,B): B è vera dall’ultima volta che si è verificato A

A@(-4,3]: A è sempre vera nell’intervallo (-4,3]

A?[-1,2]: A è vera almeno una volta nell’intervallo [-1,2]

Logica temporale del primo ordine, basata su intervalli, tempo discreto e lineare.

Operatori temporali:

Problemi:

gli operatori since e until, usati per esprimere le relazioni tra eventi, facendo una forte distinzione tra passato e futuro, spesso rendono la specifica
complessa e difficile da leggere;

rendere più concise e leggibili le formule che esprimono vincoli dipendenti dal numero di volte che si verifica un evento.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Bounded Happen:

A?3I: A si verifica minimo 3 volte nell’intervallo I

A?4I: A si verifica massimo 4 volte nell’intervallo I

Confronto:

TILCO: (until(A,?B)??until(?(A? ?until(?E,?B)),?A))@[1,1]

TILCO-X: E@[+A,+B]

TILCO-X (TILCO eXtention)

Dynamic Interval:

A@(-B,3]: A è vera dall’ultima volta che si è verificato B fino all’istante 3

A@[+B,5]: A è vera dalla prossima volta che si verifica B fino all’istante 5
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld006.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:41]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Operatori di base: ?, ?, ?, ?

BTL (Basic Temporal Logic): Logica proposizionale

Operatori temporali aggiunti: until; since; @ e ? su intervalli finiti

Esecuzione della specifica

Rete d’inferenza: può contenere solo And, Or e Delay.

Specifica TILCO o TILCO-X

Specifica BTL

Rete di inferenza

Una specifica TILCO può essere eseguita dopo aver generato la corrispondente rete di inferenza.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld007.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:41]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Regole di inferenza

Una freccia che incide su un sottoalbero indica che l’espressione associata al sottoalbero è vera, mentre una freccia uscente da un sottoalbero indica
che l’espressione ad esso associata è falsa.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Estendere il supporto del convertitore TILCO2TIN in modo da permettere l’esecuzione di specifiche logiche contenenti:

operatori TILCO definiti su intervalli infiniti

operatori TILCO-X:

Dynamic Intervals

Bounded Happen

Obiettivo
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
E@I

Albero sintattico

U

?

Sottoalbero

equivalente di

U?E@I

Albero sintattico

Gestione delle sostituzioni nell’albero sintattico

La specifica può essere rappresentata mediante un albero sintattico
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Operatori TILCO su intervalli infiniti

Esempio:

Si devono convertire in BTL i seguenti casi:

Albero sintattico

sottoalbero equivalente di
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld011.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:42]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Operatori TILCO-X: Dynamic Interval

Si devono considerare i seguenti tipi di intervalli dinamici:

Esempio:
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Operatori Dynamic Interval (56 casi)
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Consideriamo (A?B)@[-(C?D),10), per convertirla in BTL:

E?A?B: infatti in questo caso interessa propagare il vero verso il basso (dall’espressione ai letterali) ed il falso verso l’alto (dai letterali all’espressione);

F?C?D: infatti in questo caso per poter determinare l’ultima occorrenza di F occorre conoscere in ogni istante se F è vero o falso in base al valore di
verità dei letterali che la compongono, C e D. L’espressione F ? C?D permette di conoscere se F è falso sapendo che C?D è falsa ma non permette di
sapere che F è vera sapendo che C?D è vera; per questo occorre introdurre anche C?D ? F.

si sostituiscono le espressioni (A?B) e (C?D) con i letterali fittizi, E ed F; ottenendo E@[-F,10) al posto di (A?B)@[-(C?D),10);

considerate le regole di inferenza con cui si opera sulla rete, si aggiungono alla radice dell’albero i sottoalberi:

Gestione della conversione
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Gestione della conversione

Caso di un operatore applicato ad una formula e definito su un intervallo dinamico avente come estremo una formula

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Si devono considerare i seguenti tipi di intervalli:

Operatori TILCO-X: Bounded Happen

Si possono avere i seguenti casi:

E è vera al minimo m volte in I

E è vera al massimo M volte in I

E è vera un numero di volte compreso tra m ed M in I

Intervalli non dinamici:

Intervalli dinamici:

ecc.

Tot. 64 casi
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Gestione della conversione di
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld018.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:45]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Esempio:

indica che E può verificarsi al più n volte a partire dall’istante di valutazione della formula, compreso, fino al verificarsi dell’evento che chiude
l’intervallo dinamico, +B, escluso.

Tutte le conversioni sono state verificate mediante TOTS: è stata generata la rete di inferenza di ciascuna ed è stata eseguita mediante TINX generando
i segnali di ingresso e verificando le corrispondenti uscite mediante SGNEDIT.

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Esempio di esecuzione di una specifica TILCO-X

Sistema di tempo reale: dispositivo di controllo

Se per 3 volte consecutive il processo non risponde nel tempo previsto il controllore comunica che il processo non sta funzionando correttamente
(Aborted) e si pone in attesa, l’utente può richiedere l’avvio del processo ma non prima di 10 ms.

All’accensione o dopo un Reset il controllore si pone in attesa; in seguito a Start il controllore avvia il processo (Begin) e verifica che risponda (Ready)
entro 5 ms:

Se per 2 volte consecutive il controllore invia Aborted, la seconda volta il sistema si blocca (Blocked) finché l’utente non invia un Reset.

se ciò accade comunica che il processo è stato eseguito correttamente (Ok);

se ciò non accade prova a riavviarlo di nuovo per al massimo 3 volte.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld020.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:46]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Specifica TILCO-X del sistema

Il verificarsi ed il permanere di Blocked ed il verificarsi o meno di Aborted:

Accettazione del comando di Start ed invio del comando Begin:

X, Enabled: variabili interne

Invio del segnale di Ok:

Dynamic Interval

Bounded Happen
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tilcoxexecution/tsld021.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:46]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Esempio di esecuzione della specifica TILCO-X

Start a 5, il processo risponde nei tempi previsti, Ready a 9, il sistema invia Ok all’utente e si pone in attesa;

Start a 14, il processo non risponde: Aborted a 29;

Start a 41, il processo non risponde: Aborted a 56; è la seconda volta ed il sistema si blocca, Blocked a 56;

Reset a 63: il sistema si pone in attesa;

Start a 70, il processo risponde nei tempi previsti, Ready a 77, il sistema invia Ok all’utente e si pone in attesa.

I comandi di Start a 18 e 21 vengono ignorati perché il sistema sta eseguendo una sequenza di prove attivate da uno Start precedente; il comando di
Start a 36, inviato dopo il verificarsi di Aborted a 29, viene ignorato perché non sono ancora trascorsi 10 ms dal verificarsi di Aborted.

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
È stato esteso il supporto del convertitore TILCO2TIN in modo da permettere l’esecuzione di specifiche logiche contenenti:

Conclusioni

operatori TILCO @ e ? definiti su intervalli infiniti

operatori TILCO-X (Dynamic Intervals, Bounded Happen).

Tutte le conversioni effettuate sono state validate ed introdotte nel convertitore.

Infine sono state fatte varie prove di esecuzione di una specifica TILCO-X la cui conversione in rete di inferenza è stata ottenuta mediante
TILCO2TIN.

Diapositiva
precedente

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Università di FirenzeDipartimento di Ingegneria ElettronicaDipartimento di Sistemi e InformaticaDottorato di Ricerca in Ingegneria Informatica e delle
TelecomunicazioniXIII Ciclo Curriculum: Architetture dei sistemi di elaborazione dell’informazione Interval Temporal Logic for Real-Time Systems:
Specification, Execution and Verification ProcessesPierfrancesco Bellini Tutori: Proff. G. Bucci, P. Nesi
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Contesto
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Contesto

Specifica di sistemi real-time

Specifica tramite logica temporale

Logica temporale TILCO
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Sommario
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Sommario
C-TILCO estensione logica TILCO per supportare la decomposizione.

TILCO-X estensione di TILCO per facilitare la scrittura di formule.

Esecuzione in tempo reale di specifiche logiche.

Strumenti per la specifica in TILCO.
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TILCO
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TILCO
Logica temporale: primo ordine, lineare, discreta

Operatori temporali:

at A @ [3,6) 

happen A ? [3,6) 
until until A B 
since since A B

Es:

E ? A ? [0,100) 

E ? ? until E ?A
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C-TILCO
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C-TILCO
Decomposizione sistema in un insieme di processi comunicanti;

Porte di comunicazione sincrone;

Gerarchia di processi;

MacroProcess
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C-TILCO (comunicazione)
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C-TILCO (comunicazione)
Comunicazione specificata in TILCO.

2 livelli:

Comunicazione

Alto Livello

Comunicazione

Basso Livello

Comunicazione

Alto Livello

Comunicazione

Basso Livello
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C-TILCO
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C-TILCO
Operatori per le porte sincrone:

Send out !! Msg [Ws] ;; Ps 

Receive in ?? [Wr] ;;Pr 
Connection Prd.out ->- Cns.in
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C-TILCO

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tesi-1/tsld008.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:49]

C-TILCO
Sistema deduttivo in Isabelle/HOL.

Teoremi per la dimostrazione di proprietà.
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successiva
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C-TILCO (esempio)
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C-TILCO (esempio)
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C-TILCO (esempio)

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
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Visualizza versione
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C-TILCO (esempio)
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C-TILCO (esempio)
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Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
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TILCO-X
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TILCO-X
Intervalli Dinamici:

A @ [3,+B) 

A ? [-B,6) 
until A B = B @ (0,+A) 
since A B = B @ (-A,0)

Bounded Happen:

A ? [-B,6) 

3

1

Massimo

Minimo
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TILCO-X
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TILCO-X
Estensione/revisione del sistema deduttivo di TILCO.

Isabelle-TILCO-X

Esempi di proprietà dimostrate:

P ?m [0,m)
P @ [0,m) Þ P ?m [0,m)
("m. P ?m [0,+¥)) Û (P ? (0,+¥)) @ [0,+¥)

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



TILCO-X (sistema deduttivo)
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TILCO-X (sistema deduttivo)
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successiva

Torna alla prima
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Esecuzione di specifiche
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Esecuzione di specifiche
Esecutore specifiche TILCO

Specifica

TILCO

TILCO-X

Specifica

BTL

Temporal

Inference

Network

E ? until A B

E ? U

U ? ¶-1(A Ú (B Ù U))

A

B

-1

?E

Esecutore

Input

Output



Esecuzione di specifiche
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Reti di inferenza temporale
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Reti di inferenza temporale
Elementi di base:

Albero sintattico S Ù ¶?S ? up:

k

S

?S

and

or

delay

segnale

segnale negato

S

?S

up

1

F

F

Formula F vera



Reti di inferenza temporale
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Formula F falsa

sempre
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Reti di inferenza temporale
Regole di inferenza

k

k

S

?S

S

?S

premessa

conclusione
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Reti di inferenza temporale
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Reti di inferenza temporale
Esempio esecuzione

Semplificazioni

S

?S

up

1

S

up

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Reti di inferenza temporale

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tesi-1/tsld019.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:54]

Reti di inferenza temporale
Algoritmo di inferenza

Passo di

inferenza
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Reti di inferenza temporale
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Reti di inferenza temporale
Esecuzione in tempo reale

Complessità di un passo di inferenza O( (Dmax + Ni)*A ) dove:
Dmax = ritardo massimo della rete
Ni = numero ingressi
A

Se la specifica è causale l’algoritmo di inferenza, per ottenere i valori delle uscite, impiega al massimo un numero di passi pari al numero di archi
della rete.
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Reti di inferenza temporale
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Reti di inferenza temporale
Esecuzione in tempo reale

Acquisizione ingressi

Produzione uscite

Elaborazione
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Tools for TILCO Specification
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Tools for TILCO Specification
Specifica

TILCO

TILCO-X

Giselle

TIN

TIN edit

TINX

Input

Output

SGN Edit

TILCOX2TIN

Diagrammi

Isabelle

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica
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Tools for TILCO Specification
Specifica

TILCO

TILCO-X

Giselle

TIN

TIN edit

TINX

Input

Output

SGN Edit

TILCOX2TIN

Diagrammi

Isabelle

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica
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Tools for TILCO Specification
Specifica

TILCO

TILCO-X

Giselle

TIN

TIN edit

TINX

Input

Output

SGN Edit

TILCOX2TIN

Diagrammi

Isabelle

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica
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http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tesi-1/tsld025.htm[21/02/2014 23:03:56]

Tools for TILCO Specification
Specifica

TILCO

TILCO-X

Giselle

TIN

TIN edit

TINX

Input

Output

SGN Edit

TILCOX2TIN

Diagrammi

Isabelle

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Conclusioni
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Conclusioni
Sono state proposte estensioni della logica temporale TILCO per:

decomposizione della specifica
semplificazione della scrittura di formule

Supporto esecuzione specifiche TILCO/TILCO-X
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Un editor visuale per la specifica in TILCO di sistemi di tempo reale
Università degli Studi di FirenzeFacoltà di IngegneriaTesi di Laurea in Ingegneria Informatica

Pierfrancesco Bellini, Andrea Mati, Paolo Nesi
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
I sistemi di tempo reale generano una specifica azione in risposta a eventi esterni.

Modellazione

Realizzazione di uno strumento il cui impiego si colloca in una fase intermedia tra la definizione della specifica di un sistema e la sua simulazione.

Inserimento nel progetto TOTS (TOol for Tilco Specification).

Simulazione

Impiego di opportuni linguaggi per descrivere la specifica di un sistema.

TILCO (Temporal Interval Logic with Compositional Operators).

Contesto

Diapositiva
precedente

Diapositiva
successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva

Visualizza versione
grafica



Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Obiettivi:

Creazione di un editor visuale per rappresentare in forma grafica una specifica data in un opportuno linguaggio formale.

Possibilità di creare direttamente una specifica.

Trasformazione del diagramma corrispondente alla specifica in un’opportuna rete di inferenza che può essere fornita ad un esecutore di specifiche
logiche.
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TOTS
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TOTS
ISABELLE

TINEDIT

BTL2TIN

(TOol for Tilco Specification)

TINX

TINT

input

output
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BTL (Basic Temporal Logic)
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BTL (Basic Temporal Logic)
I costrutti della logica TILCO possono essere riscritti attraverso gli operatori della BTL.

Operatori:

Segnali

Altri componenti:

Radice

i, j

i, j

Esempio

Formula BTL:
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Rete di inferenza temporale
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Rete di inferenza temporale
Inferenza: a partire dalla conoscenza dei valori assunti da un sottoinsieme dei segnali si può produrre nuova conoscenza per ricavare il valore di altri
segnali attraverso l’applicazione delle regole di inferenza proprie di ciascun componente.

All’albero sintattico viene associata una rete avente come componenti i nodi dell’albero.

La rete, per essere eseguita, deve avere soltanto i componenti elementari And, Or e Delay. Gli At e gli Happen devono pertanto essere sostituiti dalle
sottoreti equivalenti.

Espansione dei componenti:
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Semplificazione della rete
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Semplificazione della rete
Eliminazione della radice

Chiusura dei segnali:

Se ci sono più istanze si convogliano in un nuovo And. Ogni segnale viene rappresentato con un arco orientato dal componente che raccoglie le istanze
del segnale al componente che raccoglie le istanze negate.

Generazione file .tin:

A420: G; A425, D423, A562

D423: D1; A420, A557

A425: J; A420, D429, A557

D429: D1; A425, A562

A557: J; A562, D423, A425

A562: J; A557, A420, D429

? Up (A420, A425)

! l (A557, A562)

Esecuzione:
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Sottodiagrammi
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Sottodiagrammi
Permettono di suddividere una specifica

Una sottospecifica viene rappresentata

Si può creare una gerarchia di decomposizione

Un sottodiagramma può a sua volta contenere dei sottodiagrammi e quindi la specifica viene rappresentata a più livelli di astrazione. Il diagramma
risulta più leggibile.

Ad ognuno di questi simboli deve essere assegnato uno dei sottodiagrammi disponibili.

Il diagramma relativo ad una sottospecifica può essere salvato nella libreria dei sottodiagrammi. Si può utilizzare un diagramma creato
precedentemente.

da un unico simbolo
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Esempio(1)
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Esempio(1)
Specifica:

1.

2.

3.

Schema del sistema:

Gerarchia dei sottodiagrammi:

ControlSystem

TemperatureControl

ConcentrationRegulation

ProtectionControl

Tcheck

Up

Since
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Esempio(2)
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Esempio(2)
Tcheck:

TemperatureControl:

Riutilizzazione dello stesso sottodiagramma per due specifiche analoghe.

Diagramma corrispondente alla specifica:
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Diagramma finale

Esempio(3)

ControlSystem
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Rete di inferenza finale: 194 componenti, 13 segnali

Esempio(4)
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successiva
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint

http://www.dsi.unifi.it/%7Etilco/tots/tsld013.htm[21/02/2014 23:04:02]

Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Esempio(5)

Prova di esecuzione
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successiva

Torna alla prima
diaposiva
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Sottodiagrammi(2)
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Sottodiagrammi(2)
Collegamento di subdiag1:

Diapositiva
precedente
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successiva
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Rappresentazione grafica

della specifica

Espansione dei

sottodiagrammi

Espansione dei componenti

Propagazione di T

Chiusura dei segnali

Generazione

file di uscita

Specifica BTL

File.tin

TinDiagram

TinFullDiagram

Rete di inferenza

TinEdit
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Torna alla prima
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Esempio
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Esempio

Diapositiva
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Operatori più complessi
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Operatori più complessi
@

since
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Sottodiagrammi(1)
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Sottodiagrammi(1)
Subdiag1:

Diagramma:
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Diagramma delle classi(1)
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Diagramma delle classi(1)
AndShape

AtShape

DelayShape

HappenShape

TrueShape

Symbol

wxPolygonShape

wxShape

TinFullDiagram
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Diagramma delle classi(2)

TinDiagram

TinFullDiagram
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Conclusioni
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Conclusioni
Lo strumento si è rivelato efficiente e semplice da usare; una specifica data in logica BTL può essere agilmente rappresentata in un diagramma di facile
lettura.

TinEdit permette anche di creare direttamente una specifica; in questo caso però l’utilizzo è meno intuitivo.

Particolarmente apprezzabile risulta la possibilità di suddividere la specifica in sottodiagrammi.

Le altre funzionalità riguardanti la trasformazione del diagramma verso la rete di inferenza finale soddisfano gli obbiettivi prefissati; anche la
descrizione topologica della rete nel formato .tin viene effettuata automaticamente e il file finale generato può essere fornito direttamente all’esecutore
TINX.
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
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Diapositiva di PowerPoint
Operatori Bounded Happen (64 casi)
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